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The reports included in Part I of this agenda can be made 

available in alternative formats. For further information about 
this service, or to arrange for special facilities to be provided at 

the meeting, please contact Esther Bell on 01622 602463.  
 
To find out more about the work of the Overview and Scrutiny 
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David Petford, Chief Executive, Maidstone Borough Council,  
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AGENDA 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND LEISURE 

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE 
 

 

Date: Wednesday 26 August 2009 

Time: 6.30 pm 

Venue: Town Hall, High Street, 

Maidstone 

 
Councillors: Mrs Blackmore (Chairman), Yates 

(Vice-Chairman), Butler, Gooch, 

Hinder, Verrall, Mrs Joy and Wilson 

 
 

 
 

 
Overview and Scrutiny 

 

 Page No. 

1. The Committee to consider whether all items on the agenda 
should be web-cast.  

 

2. Apologies.   

3. Notification of Substitute Members.   

4. Notification of Visiting Members.   

5. Disclosures by Members and Officers:   



 
 

 a) Disclosures of interest. 
b) Disclosures of lobbying. 
c) Disclosures of whipping.  

 

 

6. To consider whether any items should be taken in private 

because of the possible disclosure of exempt information.  

 

7. Call In: Public Conveniences  1 - 110 

 Interview with: 

 
Councillor Mark Wooding, Cabinet Member for Environment; 

Chair of the Environment and Leisure Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee, Councillor Mrs Blackmore; and 
Assistant Director of Environmental Services, Steve Goulette.  

 

 

 



Maidstone Borough Council 
 

Environment and Leisure Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 

26 August 2009 
 

Call-In: Public Conveniences 

 
Report of: Overview and Scrutiny Officer 

 
 
1. Background 

 
1.1. Councillors FitzGerald and Moriarty have called-in the decision of the 

Cabinet Member for Environment with regard to Public Conveniences. 
 
1.2. In order to assist Members in their consideration of this issue the following 

documents have been attached to this agenda: 
 

Document 

Call-in Form 

 

Report for Decision: Report of the Assistant Director of Environmental 

Service - Public Conveniences. 
 

Record of Decision of the Cabinet Member for Environment: Public 
Conveniences. 
 

Public Conveniences Review – Report of the Environment and Leisure 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

 

 

1.3. The Cabinet Member for Environment, Councillor Mark Wooding, the 
Environment and Leisure Overview and Scrutiny Committee Chairman, 

Councillor Mrs Blackmore, and the Assistant Director of Environmental 
Services, Steve Goulette will be in attendance at the meeting for interview. 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1. The reasons for calling-in the Cabinet Member’s decision are stated as: 
 
“Lack of financial detail / information / discrepancies in funding. 

Inequality of decision. 
Premature decision in advance of alternatives being in place.  

No consideration to alternative solutions in the urban area before closing.” 
 

2.2. The Committee should consider the decision of the Cabinet Member against 

the above reasons.   
 

2.3. Having considered the call-in the Committee has three options for action 
with regard to the Cabinet Member’s decision: 
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(i) Take no action – the decision will be implemented as taken by the 

Cabinet Member on 14 August 2009. 
 

(ii) Refer to the Cabinet Member– the comments of the Committee will 
be referred to the Cabinet Member for reconsideration of the decision 
within five working days, after which a final decision will be made. 

 
(iii) Refer to Council – the comments of the Committee and decision of 

the Cabinet Member will be referred to Council.  If Council does not 
object to the Cabinet Member‘s decision it will be implemented.  If 
Council does object, it does not have power to make a decision unless 

the Cabinet Member’s decision is against the policy framework or 
contrary to or inconsistent with the budget.  Unless that is the case, 

Council will refer its comments back to the Cabinet Member for 
reconsideration of the decision within five working days, after which a 
final decision will be made. 

 
2.4 Councillors may also choose to take no action on the decision itself (i.e. 

allowing it to be implemented as taken) but request further information or 
clarification on issues raised during the call-in.  This information must be 

provided within one month, as is the case with ordinary requests and 
recommendations from Overview and Scrutiny. 
 

3. Reasons for Urgency 
 

3.1 Call-ins of Cabinet decisions must be heard within ten working days of the 
expiry of the call-in period.  The completed call-in form was received by the 
Acting Overview and Scrutiny Manager on 21 August 2009 and the call-in 

period expired on 21 August 2009.  The Chair of the Environment and 
Leisure Overview and Scrutiny Committee has agreed to take the call-in at 

an urgent meeting of the Committee on 26 August 2009. 
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RATES ELEC WATER SEWERAGE HYGIENE EQUIPMENT R+M INSURANCE CENTRAL DEPRECIATION CLEANING TOTAL TOTAL 

2008/09 SERVICES ETC CHARGES COSTS COSTS COSTS Employee Controlled Central

LESS Costs Running Charges

4335 6096 83303 1130 110839 253224.4 CENTRAL Costs

CHARGES / 69.34 12.69 17.97

DEPRECIATION

Town Centre P.C's (4)

Church Street 1733 1768 1291 1629 206 597 3967 51 5038 5053 16127 37460 27369 11182 2046 2898

Lockmeadow inc in market ? 206 597 3967 51 5038 8945 16127 34932 20948 11182 2046 2898

Palace Ave inc in car pk ? 1360 228 350 206 597 3967 51 5038 0 16127 27925 22887 11182 2046 2898

Fairmeadow 2287 1080 972 1028 206 597 3967 51 5038 8095 16127 39449 26316 11182 2046 2898

Butterfly unit / temp 

p.c's ? ? 17 13 1337 51 5038 7127 5000 18583 6418 3467 635 899

Urban P.C's (3)

Allington 965 767 137 505 206 290 3967 51 5038 3386 10207 25520 17096 7077 1295 1834

Parkwood 623 649 252 300 206 290 3967 51 5038 3015 10207 24599 16546 7077 1295 1834

Shepway 

(Cumberland Ave) 554 711 110 173 206 290 3967 51 5038 0 10207 21307 16269 7077 1295 1834

Rural P.C's (7)

Staplehurst 1 (Library) KCC 410 130 130 206 290 3967 51 5038 1903 10207 22334 15392 7077 1295 1834

Staplehurst 2 (Bell 

Lane) 860 436 114 179 206 290 3967 51 5038 4497 10207 25846 16311 7077 1295 1834

Marden KCC 637 239 332 206 290 3967 51 5038 3386 10207 24353 15929 7077 1295 1834

Lenham 1156 366 325 905 206 290 3967 51 5038 3761 10207 26273 17474 7077 1295 1834

Headcorn 508 339 184 446 206 290 3967 51 5038 2552 10207 23789 16198 7077 1295 1834

Yalding ? no supply 756 4770 206 290 3967 51 5038 4678 10207 29964 20248 7077 1295 1834

Sutton Valence attached to Parish building - paid by Parish? 206 290 3967 51 5038 0 10207 19759 14721 7077 1295 1834

Parks P.C's (8)

Clare Pk inc in Parks ? 791 296 457 206 290 3967 51 5038 3756 10207 25060 16266 7077 1295 1834

Peneden inc in Parks ? 682 416 500 206 290 3967 51 5038 3942 10207 25300 16319 7077 1295 1834

Mote Pk inc in Parks ? 664 1400 738 413 581 7934 103 10076 10847 20413 53168 32244 14154 2590 3668

Sth Park inc in Parks ? 310 166 200 206 290 3967 51 5038 1440 10207 21876 15397 7077 1295 1834

Whatman inc in Parks ? 5582 3319 206 290 3967 51 5038 0 10207 28661 23622 7077 1295 1834

Cobtree inc in Cobtree ? 0 10207 10207 10207 7077 1295 1834

Brenchley 2460 1165 377 274 206 290 3967 51 5038 5609 10207 29645 18998 7077 1295 1834

11147 12135 12994 16249 4335 8660 83303 1130 110839 81992 253224 596007 403176 175586 32134 45504

596006.6

MBS CLEANING COST SPLIT

�

1
0
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Notes:

Costs shown include all C20 (Public Conveniences) and C65 (lockmeadow Market) recharges

R+M cost details not held per P.C. - 08/9 costs therefore apportioned pro-rata

Insurances and Central Charges apportioned pro-rata

Cleaning costs are made up from MBS charges, any savings would only be achievable on the proportion relating to MBS employee and controlled running costs 
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Budget

Narrative 2009/10

£

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

EXPENDITURE

Employee Costs

Wages     (Contribution to Parish Council) 4,100

4,100

Premises Costs

Building Maintenance (Property Services responsibility) 11,500

Improvements & Adaptations (Service Manager responsibility) 6,200

Electricity 19,300

Non Domestic Rates 37,700

Sewerage Charges 44,500

Water 20,000

Property & Contents Fire Insurance 4,300

143,500

Supplies and Services

Materials 400

Promotions 1,100

1,500

Environmental Services Contract

Building Maintenance Extras 99,600

Building Maintenance Planned Toilets 6,900

Public Convenience Cleansing 294,300

400,800

Expenditure Total 549,900

INCOME
Costs Recovered -4,000

Income Total -4,000

NET EXPENDITURE 545,900

Support Service Costs

Financial Services - Community & Environment 1,250

Head of Environment & Street Scene 9,020

Environment & Street Scene Admin 12,750

Street Scene 76,360

Control Room Recharges 3,400

Contact Centre 16,250

Core Working Initiatives 6,810

Building Maintenance & Service 1,010

Estates Admin 10

Estates 280

Structures 360

127,500

Capital Financing Costs

Depreciation 129,200

129,200

TOTAL CHARGE 802,600
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