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You must have at least three people on Please see the section on Parish and
your standards committee. It must include  town council representatives on page
at least two members of the authority and 16 for further information.

at least one independent member. At least

25% of the members of the standards

committee must be independent members.

The chair of the standards committee must
always be an independent member. You
may therefore also want to appoint an
independent member to act as vice chair
of the committee in case the chair is
unable to attend.

If your authority has executive
arrangements, you are permitted to have
one executive member on the standards
committee. However, this executive
member must not be the elected mayor or
leader.

As the standards committee carries out a
number of functions including the
assessment of complaints and
determination hearings, we recommend
that your authority has at least six
members on your standards committee.
This is because different members will be
required to carry out the different functions
to avoid conflicts of interest.

If your authority is responsible for any
parish or town councils, at least two
representatives from those parish or town
councils must be appointed to your
standards committee and they cannot also
be members of your authority. A parish or
town council representative must sit on the
standards committee at all times when
parish matters are being discussed.
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Independent members are important in
helping increase public confidence in local
government. They provide a clear signal
that the standards committee acts fairly
and impartially. Independent members
also bring a wider perspective from their
outside experiences. There is no limit to
the number of independent members you
can have on your standards committee.
Indeed some authorities may wish to have
a majority of independent members.

Your authority decides how to select
independent members and how long an
independent member should sit on the
committee. We recommend that you set a
fixed period of four years. This will be long
enough for them to gain an understanding
of the committee, the authority and its
workings, but not so long that they could

be perceived as losing their independence.

When re-appointing an independent
member, you should bear in mind that we
recommend that independent members
should serve no longer than two terms,
which is a maximum of eight years. It may
be helpful for independent members to be
appointed for differing lengths of time so
that the experience they gain is not all lost
simultaneously.

Choosing an independent member

Independent members must be chosen in
a fair and open way.

A person can only be an independent
member if that person:

B has not been a member or employee
of your authority within the five years
before the date of appointment

B is not a member or officer of that or
any other relevant authority. Please
see the section Recruiting
independent members from another
standards committee on page 13 for
further information on when this does

not apply

B is not a relative or close friend of a
member or employee of your authority

B has applied for the appointment

B has been approved by a majority of the
members of the council

B the position has been advertised in at
least one newspaper distributed in
your authority’s area, and in other
similar publications or websites that
the authority considers appropriate.
The decision on which other
publications or websites to use may be
something that the authority delegates
to the standards committee.

The regulations say that a ‘relative’ means:

B a partner (a spouse, civil partner or
someone a person lives with in a
similar capacity)

a parent

a parent of a partner

a son or daughter

a stepson or stepdaughter

the child of a partner

a brother or sister
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a brother or sister of a partner
a grandparent
a grandchild
an uncle or aunt
a nephew or niece
“ the partners of any of the people
mentioned above

The regulations do not provide a specific
definition of a close friend. The Standards
Board for England’s publication the Case
Review 2007 includes a section on
defining a close associate, which might be
helpful in identifying a close friend. The
Case Review 2007 is available at
www.standardsboard.gov.uk.

The regulations require a majority of all
members of the authority to approve the
appointment. However, we believe that in
practice, a report only needs to go to full
council when selecting independent
members. If so, we recommend that the
monitoring officer ensures the majority of
members approve, not just those attending
the meeting.

We recommend that the power to assist
the recruitment of independent members is
delegated to the standards committee by
the authority and is included in the
committee’s terms of reference. A
standards committee may appoint a
sub-committee to take on some of its
functions, for example, if your standards
committee is asked to advise members of
the council on the appointment of
independent or parish members. If so,
then the standards committee may set up
a sub-committee of suitably trained
members to shortlist and interview
candidates and make recommendations to

the council. The sub-committee may find it
helpful to have the monitoring officer and a
human resources officer present to provide
advice and assistance.

An individual’'s membership of a political
party does not automatically bar them from
being an independent member of a
standards committee. However, the more
politically active an independent member is
the less likely they will be seen as being
independent. You should consider public
perception before making an appointment
of this sort.

If you are finding it difficult to attract
suitable people to become independent
members, you should review the criteria in
your advertisement to make sure they are
reasonable. For example, you should make
sure that the time you are asking the
member to invest is reasonable for the role.

You may also want to consider additional
methods of attracting candidates. This
could include:

B placing articles in the local press about
the role of an independent member

B placing advertisements on your
website or on your local radio station

B placing flyers in libraries, adult learning
centres or places of worship

B advertising through other authorities’
partnerships or through the local

voluntary or community sector

B approaching your citizen’s panel
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B the personal approach. For example,
contacting neighbouring authorities
which may have more suitable
candidates than they can appoint.

B approaching a person who is an
independent member of a standards
committee of a different authority. This
person may also be appointed as an
independent member of the standards
committee of your authority. This is
unless they were a member or officer
of your authority within the five years
preceding the appointment, or are a
relative or a close friend of a member
or officer of your authority.

Remember that all the selection criteria for
the position will still apply, so even if you
approach someone directly, they must still
make a formal application.

We recommend that the application form
includes sections on:

personal defails
qualifications

summary of experience
relevant expertise/skills

Accepting a CV with an application form
may make the process easier for busy
candidates. You may also want to consider
online applications. We recommend that
the monitoring officer should be involved
throughout the recruitment process to
advise the panel and the authority.

Skills and competencies of
independent members

The competencies you should look for in
an independent member include:

B 3 keen interest in standards in
public life

B a wish to serve the local community
and uphold local democracy

B high standards of personal integrity

B the ability to be objective, independent
and impartial

B sound decision making skills
B questioning skills

B leadership qualities, particularly in
respect of exercising sound judgment

B the ability to act as the chair of an
assessment or review sub-committee
or a determination hearing

Please see the section The role of the
chair on page 13 for further information on
acting as a chair.

You should assess candidates looking for
these qualities in interviews and any other
assessment process you carry out. You
also need to ensure that your authority
complies with its duties under the Equality
Act 2006. The human resources
department of your authority may be able
to advise you further on this matter.
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For further information on the recruitment
of independent members, you may want to
look at the recruitment pack produced by
the Association of Council Secretaries and
Solicitors (ACSeS). The pack provides
practical advice on how to set about
recruiting independent members, together
with their roles and responsibilities. The
pack can be downloaded at
www.acses.org.uk

Recruiting independent members from
another standards committee

An independent member of one standards
committee may also sit on other standards
committees. For example, the member can
sit on county and district, or county, police
and fire authorities’ standards committees.

Independent members may also be
temporarily appointed to another standards
committee to consider a particular
assessment, review or hearing or for a
particular period of time. For example, it
would be appropriate to appoint an
independent member of a neighbouring
standards committee for a short period in
situations where the permanent member is
unwell or if there is a conflict of interest.
These appointments can be made without
needing to advertise the position. The
appointments do not need to be ratified by
a majority of the members of the authority,
but proper procedures should be in place
to appoint independent members on a
temporary basis.

Independent members appointed on a
temporary basis cannot have been a
member or officer of that authority in their

five years before the appointment, and
cannot be a close friend or a relative of a
member or officer of that authority. They
must also comply with the Code of
Conduct of each authority whose
standards committee they sit on.

Ceasing to be an independent member

Under the regulations, any person
appointed as an independent member who
becomes a member or officer of an
authority, or a relative of a member or
officer of that authority, will no longer be
able to be an independent member of that
authority’s standards committee.

The role of the chair

It is a legal requirement that the chair of
the standards committee must be an
independent member. It is important for
the chair to be independent because of the
key role they play in the business of the
standards committee. By being
independent, the chair can ensure that the
standards committee’s business is
conducted in such a way that no one can
question its integrity.

Authorities should aim to select a person
who will command the respect of members
and the local community. We recommend
that the decision on who should be
appointed as chair be taken by the full
council or delegated to the standards
committee. You may also choose to
appoint an independent vice chair for the
reasons discussed in the section on Size
and composition on page 9.
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An effective chair will ensure that the
business of the meeting is completed while
allowing a fair and balanced debate and
any professional advice to be taken into
account. The chair may summarise the
points put to the committee, and will
ensure that the meeting is run correctly
from a procedural point of view. They will
also ensure that the decisions made are
accurately recorded. The chair is
responsible for keeping order and
adjourning meetings where necessary.
They should also have a good level of
assertiveness.

It is also the chair's responsibility to ensure
that members of the public and press
leave the meeting when a private report is
being considered. Please see the section
Skills and competencies of
independent members on page 12 for
further information.

Preliminary matters will often arise in
relation to hearings. The chair, with the
advice of the monitoring officer, may make
initial process decisions in relation to such
matters. However, it is important that the
hearing committee or sub-committee
considers and approves such
arrangements.

Ultimately, it is the way the chair operates
independently, and is seen to operate
independently, that should enhance
confidence in the integrity of the standards
committee. It is also the chair’s status as
an independent member, a role drawn
from outside the authority and independent
from the authority that should provide a
clear signal that the committee is fair.

Induction of independent members

While it is not mandatory, we recommend
that an induction programme should be
provided for independent members. This
should include training on the Code of
Conduct and the functions of standards
committees. Inductions should also include
attendance at authority meetings, such as
meetings of planning and licensing
committees and the full council. If
authorities are operating executive
arrangements, then attendance at cabinet
meetings and overview and scrutiny
committee meetings should be part of the
induction.

Independent and parish representatives
should also receive a copy of the
authority’s constitution. In addition, they
should receive a copy of the Code of
Conduct that has been adopted by your
authority, the protocol for member/officer
relations and any other protocol in use.

The constitution should also include the
authority’s scheme of delegations of
functions. Whistle-blowing policies, any
policies and procedures under the Equality
Act 2006, and the authority’s anti-bullying
policy should also be included. It may be
helpful to add an A-Z of people in the
authority, a list of authority services and
the municipal calendar.

There are a number of regional
independent member organisations. Many
authorities use a mentoring system to
assist new independent members of
standards committees. In some parts of
the country regional groups of independent
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members have been established.
Information relating to these will be helpful
as may a list of useful websites.

To find out if there is a regional group of
independent members in your area you
should contact the Standards Board for
England. The Association of Independent
Members of Standards Committees in
England (AIMSce) may also be able to
provide support. Information about AIMSce
can be found at www.aimsce.org.uk
Authorities may also want to consider
making members’ IT facilities available to
both their independent and parish
representatives.

Remuneration for independent
members

Authorities must introduce an annual
scheme for the payment of a basic
allowance to their members, based on the
recommendations of an independent
remuneration panel. The annual scheme
can also extend to the payment of other
allowances, including a co-optee’s
allowance. A co-optee’s allowance relates
to a person who is not a member of the
authority but is a member of a committee
or sub-committee, for example an
independent member of a standards
committee.

We recommend that independent
members should be able to claim for
financial loss, travel and subsistence. This
will help attract those people that may
have been deterred from the role because
of the costs involved. Each authority must
consider the recommendations of its panel

as to whether it should provide for the
payment of a co-optee’s allowance and of
travelling and subsistence expenses.

Indemnities for independent members

Where independent members are carrying
out their statutory duties, they may be
protected by their authority’s indemnity
arrangements under the Local Authorities
(Indemnities for Member and Officers)
Order 2004. We recommend that all
authorities include independent members
in their indemnity arrangements.

Complying with the Code of Conduct
and the register of members’ interests

Independent members must sign an
undertaking to comply with the Code of
Conduct and disclose their interests in the
register of members’ interests maintained
by the monitoring officer, in the same way
as other members. Complaints about the
conduct of independent members must be
treated in the same way as that of other
members.
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If your standards committee is responsible
for parish or town councils we recommend
you have a minimum of three parish or
town council representatives on your
standards committee, though the legal
minimum is two.

A standards committee with three parish or
town council representatives will provide
you with flexibility. It should allow the local
assessment of complaints to be carried out
if a parish or town council representative is
unavailable or conflicted out. You may
wish to increase the number further to
avoid situations where the parish or town
council representative is conflicted out,
and to prevent the parish or town council
representatives from feeling isolated. It will
also avoid meetings having insufficient
members, if the parish or town council
representative is not present when issues
affecting parish or town councils are
discussed.

This will bring the recommended total
number of people on your standards
committee to nine members.

Having nine members means that you can
meet the requirement of having a different
parish or town council representative when
the committee’s sub-committees carry out
each of the separate assessment and
review functions. Please see our guidance
Local assessment of complaints for
further information.

Your council must consult parish and town
councils within its area to help decide if
there should be a parish sub-committee to
deal with some of its functions relating to

parish and town council matters. Any
parish sub-committee must include at least
one parish or town council representative
and at least one independent member. In
addition, your council must consult parish
and town councils to determine how many
parish and town council representatives
are needed and how long they should
serve on the committee.

Choosing parish and town council
representatives

Your authority must decide how to recruit
and appoint parish or town council
representatives. Your parish and town
council representative should have the
trust of town and parish councils in your
area, so you should involve them in the
selection procedure.

If you are finding it difficult to find a parish
or town council representative, your local
county association of local councils may
be able to help you. For example, the
county association may be able to give
you a list of possible candidates. They
may also be prepared to conduct an
election process for you.

This process should receive the support of
the parish and town councils in the area
and show that you want to appoint
standards committee members in a fair
and open way.
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Executive members on the standards
committee

If the authority is operating executive
arrangements, the standards committee
does not need to include a member of the
executive. However, you should consider
whether it is appropriate to appoint an
executive member. Appointing an
executive member might show that the
committee is supported and respected by
all parts of the authority. Not having an
executive member could reflect a degree of
independence from the political leadership
of the authority. Nevertheless, this is
ultimately a decision for the authority.

Elected members on the standards
committee

Standards committees need not reflect the
political balance of the authority. This is
because the standards committee should
be above party politics and its members
need to have the respect of the whole
authority, regardless of the governing
political party. It may be helpful to remind
elected members of this when committee
appointments are being made.

It would be useful for your standards
committee to include members who are
supported by all political parties,
particularly when the local assessment of
complaints is carried out. This is so that
greater trust and confidence can be
established in the decision-making
process among all political members.

Standards committees should be seen as
making judgments impartially and without

regard to party loyalty. Elected members
should consequently be mindful of this
when serving on a standards committee.
Elected members on standards
committees should not be subject to a
party whip. In other words, they should not
be told how to vote on matters. Members
should also remember that they must
adhere to the Code of Conduct when
serving on a standards committee.

It is important when assessing complaints,
reviewing assessment decisions and
holding determination hearings that the
sub-committee is properly constituted and
that members are trained on the Code and
the relevant legislation. We recommend
that you keep a clear record of the training
of all standards committee members.
Some authorities provide refresher training
before hearings.

Substitute members

Some authorities operate a substitute
system. This allows a substitute member
to attend a meeting of the committee or
sub-committee whenever a regularly
appointed member cannot be present.
This is often done to maintain the political
composition.

However, we do not recommend the use
of substitutes for standards committees.
Standards committees are not intended to
operate along party political lines and
therefore it is not necessary to ensure a
political balance.

In instances where all your independent
members are unavailable, you would be
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able to substitute your independent
members with independent members from
another authority. Please see the section
on Recruiting independent members
from another standards committee on
page 13 for further information.

It should also be noted that nothing in the
regulations requires a sub-committee of a
standards committee to have fixed
membership or chairmanship.
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