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Executive Summary

T

Looking after the habitats and species in our local area is an important job for everyadne
borough especially Maidstone Borough Counisidture is vital to the quality of our lives and the
functioning of our society and economy. We depend on it for clean air, food, climate regulation
and flood prevention. Access to nature is keyotor physicaland mental healthand wellbeing

How we care for our environment has both local and global consequences. Through this strategy,
we hope to trigger action, guide decisions and support people to make a difference. This strategy
determines our vision for ZD-2025 and identifies pressuresn the environmentour goals and
sometarget projects.

This strategy outlines the need for local biodiversiagtion to counter the continued loss of
biodiversity at global and local scale

The strategy identifies and describése current pressures on wildlife in the borough. These
include development, pollution, the climate crisis, intensive agriculture and invasiv@atore
species.

The strategy highlights ways in which people can help to protect nature in Maidstoisedvice
includes actions for Maidstone Borough Couna#t well adocal people and organisations. The
latter takes the form of a Biodiversity Pledge. Local individuals, businesses, schools and groups
can sign up to show their support for nature and comtaitaking action. Information is provided

as towhere to go for advice andseekfunding for biodiversity and conservation projects. To
encourage landscaplevel working,a list of potentialpartnershipgroups is available to support
partnershipworkingandapplying for joint bids from funders.

Maidstone has a range of habitats and species of mdtich are discussed in sections 7 and 8.
Priority specieqas identified in the Kent Biodiversity Stratg¢gye alsadiscussedn section 7.4

Habitats have beesplit into four overarching groups: woodland, grassland and agriculture, water
and wetlands, and urban habitats. Details on these (including information on current threats and
actions) can be found in the Habitat sectich&-8.4.

Key projects for the borough are identifieBollowing the publication of thisrategy, Maidstone Borough
Council will be responsible for identifying how they can implement the str&e&gyommendations
Biodiversity in the Planning Process, a guidande far planners and developers, can be found in
Appendix AThis provides information for planners, developers submitting planning applications and
parish councils writing a Neighbourhood Plan
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Take action now!

1.Wild is good!

Less mowing and less tidying leads to
more habitat. Less chemical control
(pesticides and fertilisers) leads to mors

wildlife.

3. Prioritise native
species

Use native species when planting, helf
tackle invasive nomative species on you
land and reduce the spread of namatives

through biosecurity measures.

5. Increase access {c
the countryside

The more people who value nature, the
more it will be protected.

7. Consider climate

Increase resilience by promoting
connectivity and creating microhabitats
Include climate resilience in all
management plans for sites. Mitigate
negative effects through green measure
Reduce contributions to climate changs

9. Create buffers

Soften boundaries between land
management types. Buffer wildlife sites |
managing surrounding area in ways to

reduce adverse effects on site.

2. Create micre
habitats

Create glades and rides in woodland a
aim for mosaics of different habitats no
monocultures.

4. Largescale habitat
recreation

Convert lowdiversity areas into thriving
areas of woodland, wetland or wildike
rich grassland.

6. Reduce habitat
fragmentation

Create and maintain corridors or steppt
stone sites. A small garden managed fc
wildlife can provide a stopping place
between larger sites.

8. Reduce pressure |
wider environment.

Sympathetially manage land which is nd
primarily managed for wildlife. Make
behavioural changes to reduce harm.

10. Spend time
outdoors

The more you get to know your local
patch, the more you will protect it.
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1. Why do we need &iodiversitystrategy?

Biodiversity:

Formallydefined aghe variability among living organisms and the interwoven ecological wh
of which they are a part, including diversity within species, between species and of ecosys
Simply, you can think of biodiversity the diversity of wildlife including species and habitats.

1.1Biodiversity is in decline at globahd local

scales. Nature In crisis

A recent United Nations assessment
described unprecedented losses of

It is now widely acknowledged in the media that we ha
entered a sixth mass extinctioerthe firstsuch event ~oHY : .
caused by human actions. The Making Space for Natu OAZRAGSNARAUGZ GAUK
review(Lawton, et al., 2010p2 vy Of dzZRSR (i K| species at risk of extinction, mamygthin
ecological network is neither resilient nor coherenhe

decade®é¢ G ¢ KS 0A2&LIKSN

State of Nature report found that 13% of Red List specegeible =S RERe a1

found in Great Britain are at risk of extinction heficne  [FSEEEREUREME SRR CE | CEC RSN
State of Nature partnership, 2016}he drivers of aluAbt aoOttsax .Az2
biodiversity loss are increasing globa(l2BES, 201%Yye FhausN aKkby +Hia ye
need to not only support our riare directly but also (IPBES, 2019)

reduce the pressure we are putting on it.

Without a stepchangein how we treat the environmenthis declinewill continue.

Our survival anduality of life is dependent on healthy ecosystems. SSRLEEERIEIEREIERDT0] EEl
The benefits we get from nature (known as ecosystem services) in further detail and with local
have been found to be in declifef NEPNVCMC, 2014) examples irsection3.
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1.2To prevent this loss, we need significant change across sectors.

This is not just a task for environmentalists, but for all of society.
Tackling the declines in nature will also help us to tackle inequalit
and meet the Sustainable Development GAHMBES, 2019) As the Making Space for Nature
Reducing our negative foatimt on the environmentan both NELIZ NI &leas 4&4¢2
benefit the residents of Maidstone amgkople in the least developed
countriescd y I (i dzZNB  dzy’ R S NLIfSyistainabl® K A S &
Development Goalsgjn poverty, hunger, health, wellbeing, clean phase of nature conservation.

g UGRBES, 201 I GdNI £ 9y 3t yRaQa O2 Withoui a step change, widiiie loss
21 Century (Conservation 2(Natural England, 201)6alsostressed GAEE O Pgwiok, 6tdzS @1e)
need for a fundamental change in mindggb makethe natural
environmenta central partof health, wealth and prosperity.

Need for a steghange

biodiversity loss, we need to
emorace a new visionary restorative

1.3The loss of diverse wildlife and healthy ecosystems are drivéwdoynain factors

1. Habitat lossFor examplen Kent over two thirds of the orchards and hops present in 1961 were lost
by 2008. Th loss ofuitable wildlife habitat in Kertan be partly attributed to the increase in
development from 10% to 17% over this time periGdRCH, 2012)

2. Decline in bbitat quality: This is often due to direct changes in management, as welhas
factors such as pollution and climate change.

To achieve the change required, we need better habitat management, bigger areas managed for nature,
increased connectivity and more areas fature.(Lawton, et al., 2010)

But itis not just about improving designated nature are@sfraQa Hp , SIENJ t f 'y Ay Of dzf
restoration of 500,00 hectareof wildlife rich habitat outside protected areéBefra, 2018)Were this to

be equally spread across all counties and districts, this would be in the realm of 820 ha in Maidstone
boroughWS ySSR (2 62NJ] I ONRA&a (ZmBtdhiieRaNR01lGpmmake BridFail &y K
water outside of protected areas more habitable for wildli#es pointed out in the recent United Nations

report, we need a more integrated cresectoral approach and to consider biodiversity across sectors:
a{SOuQNJf LJQfAOASalré!ct?cﬁs&rytanHI)\f ¥ :
I OOdzy dzt I i AIPEES, RGN O & ¢ GThis is not a luxury.

Establishing a coherent and
Although this is a local strategy, the impacts of our behaviour in resilient ecological network to

Maidstone have knockn effects around the globe. Litter dropped in - [ErEgRee SR ER TN o6 e (V=) e
town centre can be carried out to ady the Medway and cause harm [ =S 1 e = s A e
to marine life. Pollutants entering the atmosphere have impacts on (IR s Te i =11 [o 18] o] N (=610
weather patterns around the world. Emissions from cars on the A229 88 ETe =SS E Elle ) -
contribute to global warming anttherefor rising sedevels. It is vital prosperous and healthy future
that we better unceerstand the interconnectivity of the world and how |7 e RS2 V2t = et Lotk |2 ola1le | g2 )

we are a part of the system. (Lawton, et al., 2010)

L A hectare is a unit of an area equal in size to a square with sides of 100m, or 19,6G0M
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1.4 How does this strategy relate to other policies?

Global policy:

Since the last Maidstone Biodiversity Strategy (2008), there has been a Convention on Biological
Diversity in 2010 which set out key targets for biodiversity. This local Maidstone strategy has been
written to align with the targets of the Convention. Newr®ention on Biological Diversity targets will
be written following the 2020 convention, and these should be considered when planninestzalge
land use change. United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 15: Recover sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosyems, halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss.

European policy

EU Biodiversity Strategy:
9 Halt loss of biodiversity and degradation of ecosystem services by 2020.
I Conserve and restore nature; maintain and enhance ecosystem semitesg sustainable
agriculture, forestry and fisheries; combat invasier-native speciesind address global
biodiversity crisis(Defra, 2011)

There are two key environmental policy changes that are likely to result frdeparture from the
European Union:

1. A new countryside stewardship policy will be adopted as the UK will not have to follow the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) scheme. This will be called the Environmental Land
alyl3SYSyid {OKSYS ¢ W9 [Eaviofniedt, Fool &nd BuBal AffaiE (Dedr
are expected to announce the methodology in 2020. The scheme should reward land mani
for good environmental practice.

An Office for Environmental Protection may be created to ensure sufficient environmental
enforcement and governance for when the UK is no longer covered by European Commiss
governance(Environmental Audit Committee, 201@)efra, 2019)The extehof the powers of
such a committee arget to be determined and there are concerns that this new watchdog n
not have sufficient power or independency to protect the environment.

Nationally and regionally:

DefraQ 25 Year Plan: Sets oiliie ambition to become first generation to leave the environment in a
better state than we found it. There are Biodiversity Strategies for Endefia, 2011and Kent(Kent
Nature Partnership, 201%vith a 2019 Kent Biodiversity Strategy under consultation) and this
document sits beneath those. Biodiversity strategies replace Local Biodiversity Action [tame as
LBAP¢Lawton, et al., 2010)t also sits under th&ent Tree Strateg{Butfoy, et al., 2019)

Locally:

This strategy provides more detail on how to achisgme of the environmentaimsfrom the
Maidstone Local PlagMaidstone Borough Council, 20I¥)y Of dzZRAy 3 5am c®nY a
protects and enhancesany@nA S 0A2RAGSNRAAGEé¢d LG faz2 O2N
Infrastructure Strategy. It is designed to be applicable and usable by local people (businesses, sct
community groups, parish councils and individuals,) as well as by Maidstone Borough Council.
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2. Whatarethe ains of this strategy

Aims Reasoning |
1. Maintaining and enhancingichness and Biodiversity is essential for provision of
evennesof biodiversity in Maidstone Borough = services critical to our survival.
to ensureprovisionof ecosystem services.
2. Raise awareness of the benefits of biodiversity Better understanding will lead to better
decisionmaking and change behaviour to
result in benefits tdiodiversity.

3. Promote the integration of biodiversity into Largescale change is required to make all
decisionmaking process across sectors. land more amenable to wildlife and reduce
negative impacts
4. Guide the planning process towards Help people understand how to achieve
biodiversity-friendly decisions. biodiversity gains and prevent harm when

planning development.

3. What are ecosystem services?

Ecosystem services are a key concept to biodiversity managemefit=i8 8 4101 1 (=1 aA(o1=Ess
because they show how vital it is to society to keep our ecosyste
functioning. Biodiversity underpins ecosystem services

(Lawton, et al., 201@s it contributes to ecosystem health and
resilience. It is due to these benefits that both biodiversity and
ecosystem services are fundamental to our wellbeing and econo

the benefits that humans gain
from nature. This includes
supporting services (such as soil
formation and pollination),
provisioning services (such as foc
Increasing awareness of the importance of nature for societ and water supply), regulating
shown by the focusses on ecosystem services in the services (such as improving air
D2@SNYYSyGQa bl (dzNIDéfra,RHBA O quality, flood prevention) and
W/ 2yaAaSNIBIFGA2Y HMQ 06 b Is{Cdamdty f culturalservices (such as
(Natural England, 201%)and the ThinkBIG repaofEngland recreation, education and
Biodiversity Group, 2011) wellbeing).

1 White papers argolicy documents produced by the Government tisat outtheir proposals for future legislation.
(UK Parliament, 2®)

8
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Examples of Ecosystem Services in Maidstone Borough

A COEEID T >
N, ) o ' | Teyrihi
[} — L
A

o

Cugverstone

Green
vl - ¥ Bapchild

Bredhurst Woods
regulating services
such as climate
regulation, carbon
sequestration

Whatman Park
recreation, air quality

Fant Wildlie Area- greenspace
in dense urban area benefits
wellbeing, air quality, slows
water runoff and prevents
flooding

Hucking Wood,
historical value: ancien|
Drove Road, chalk
wells, marl pits and

potential irortore

Yalding Feq water storage
helping to prevent flood, plu
provisioning services such g ;l:l e B
. - 4 Engand Omrets
creation of apple juice from | b0 coiour
traditional orchards b

Hollingbourne Meadows
wind buffer, community

cohesion, pollination, air
guality, recreation

Horsmonder s

YSI \ The Larcheg supporting
services such as nutrient
cycling and soil formation

The Leeg K | &
hay used for music festivg
flood prewention

River Len LN&flood storage, . . . ¥ .
combattin urian heat islgnc : tural Oliver Road Nature Reserve (Wimp Horish Wood; recreation,
offect car?)on sequestration MOtE_} Park pr:owdes lej tlljra Fields) recreation, air quality, blackberries, sound barrier,
’ o a ! sen_nces such sense of place, Sustainable Urban Drainagystems carbon sequestration
phytoremediation, aesthetics heritage value (SUDS) for water quality and flood
noisebarrier, population d y
control
9 |source
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3.1 Declining ecosystem services:

'y |aasSaaySyid 2F GKS !'yYyQa SO2aeaidSyvya sl a OF NNASF
decline(UNEPWCMC, 2014)They also highlighted that pressure on these services will increase due to
increased population size and climate chafg®dNEPNVCMC, 2014)0ne of theConvention onBiological
DiversityAichi targets is to restore ecosystem servi@@snvention on Biological Diversity, 200K S | b Q&
IPBES report highlights how it is imperative to conserve biodiversity in order to maintain human quality of
fATS YR Adz2NBAGIEX IyR G2 YSSG GKS !'bQa {dadl Ayl
substitutes for these services, eangineered wateretention/treatment facilities, these often are costly,
requiring more costly managemeandusually fulfil just a single purpogea woodland provides many

benefits all at once(IPBES, 2019 he Kent NatutaCapital Assessment found significant decreases in
ecosystem service provision in all categories between 1961 and 2008 (except increase extent of urban area
and enclosed farmland and stable condition in urban areas)

(AECOM, 2015) Nature in crisis = people in
3.2Nature and Humaiealth crisis

Thriving nature has been shown to have positive impacts on . . . o
health (both physical and mentaljheNaturalChoice White abl ddNBE Aa Saasyu?

Paperreferenceso mental and physical health benefits of FYR 322R | dPBES, G®9) z
contact with naturg(Defra, 2011and the Mamot review
further demonstrates the link between healthy humans and
healthy environmentgMarmot, et al., 2010)Nature
contributes to human health in various ways: nutritious food,
medicines, clean water, regulating disease, reducing air
pollutantsandimproving health through access to natural
spaceqIPBES, 2019)

bl GdzNF £ 62NX RXT A

constituent ecosystems are critically
important to our wellbeing and
economic prosperity but consistently
undervalued in conventional economic
analyses and decision | { A y 3¢ |
(UNEPWCMC, 2014)

3.3 Natural Capital
Increasingly, the benefits provided by nature are being incorporated into our
economic systems by acknowledging the value of natural cafBtathinking of
biodiversity in terms of the financial value we derive from these services, we are
more able to ilcorporate biodiversity management into our economic system.
Existing economic systems favour economic activity at a cost to environmental
condition(IPBES, 2018gcause the financial value of the environment is not
accounted 6r. The contribution of the natural environment to other sectors
needs to be acknowledged so that we can begin to protect nature sufficiently.
Ecosystem management needs an integrated rather than a sectoral approach
(UK NEAUNEPWCMC, 2013)

Natural capital:

GGKS O02YLR:
nature that provide
people and the
economy with
essential goods and

a S NI (Wie Staté of
Nature partnership,
2016)

Natural Capital Policy

DefraQa bl GdzNJ £ / K2A0S S6KAGS LI LISNI
.A2RAGSNRBAGE Hnaun 69y 3t YRQA . Ad:
Markets Taskforcandb S ¢ bl GdzN> € / F LIAGEE [/ 2

DNBSYy 902y2YeéQ KAIKi{AIKGA GKS SO
2011) An online toofor natural capital and sustainable management of n:
under development by the University of Exeter, (Natural Environment Va
of Exeter, 2018) For nore detailplease se¢he Kent Natwal Capital Asset C

10
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4. What are the pressures on wildlife in Maidstone Borough?

TheKent Habitat Survey highlightise key negative driveror biodiversity pressure on land use (due to
proximity to Lomlon and transport links to Europe), direct loss of habitats to development or mineral
extraction, intensive management, inappropriate management, habitat fragmentdtigasive nomative
speciesand climate changfARCH, 2012These correlate with the drivers at a global scale addressed in the
recentUN reporton biodiversity(IPBES, 2019%ressures on individual habitats and areas are discussed
section8.

4.1 Development

Maidstone borough has strong pressure to meet housing
targets The Local Plan suggests a need to cr8at
dwellings/year until 203{Maidstone Borough Council, 2017)
The provision of housing to meet demancdhiscessary but
needs to be done in a way that doest cost us our nature.

For more guidance on writing
neighbourhood plan, submitting ¢

planning application or if you are .
planner, please see Appendix ,

Erosionof biodiversity New development is the main cause of woodland [@sfoy, et al.,
2019)in Kent.Development (domestic, industrial and infrastructure)

Rl RSt el s dso akey cause of habitat fragmentation. Isolated habitats

development scale add up to support less wildlife due limited dispersal opportunities and edge

STl e el e Al effects. Fragmentation is a key issue at Maidstone borough sites

2 0 S N(Ddfr, 2048) such as Horish Wood and Chilston Ponds which are isolated due to

HS1, M20 and other roads.

Thereis a strong need for integration of conservation into all stages of the development prooedading
architects, builders, planners, town planners and homeowners. Doing so can improve outcomes dmdall
make our lives healthier, more sustainablagamprove quality of life. Marmot calls for integration of
planning, transport, housing, environmental and health systems to address social determiners of health
(Marmot, et al., 2010)Iin the Natural Choice white papddefraalso call for factoring of urban greenspace
into development of alkommunities andaicknowledges the health benefits from contact with nature.

There are increasing numbers of case studies of ldpees and conservation working
together.

9 Arecent example is of the Kingsbrook development where developers, RSPB and
the local council have worked together to provide wildfifeendly housing. More
information can be found herdattps://www.rspb.org.uk/our

work/conservation/projects/kingsbrockousing/ (RSPB, 2019)
¢KS 9ESGSNI/ AlGe /2dzyOAf Q& yI ehm@uddstf & |

section of the provision of biodiversity in new development. See Appendix 2:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4ACpCORtOQdTRTNYSENNUXdoNTQ/view
(Exeter City Council, 2010)
Oxford City Council have produced a Technical Advice Note on Biodiversity to guide
developers, planning applicants and planners on how to make space for nature withj
developmentshttps://www.oxford.gov.uk/downloads/file/5730/grs4-

technical_advice note biodiversity(Oxford City Council, 2019)
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Net Biodiversity Gain

Defral underwent a consultatiomn 2018on Net Biodiversity Gain in development. Introducing a net g
principle will mean that new development will have to result in an overall increase in biodiversity, a
measured by a metric developed bgfta The consultation document suggests that thereat

LI I yyAy3 deaGSY LINRPGSOGA (KS o6SadG aArAasSa T2NJ
@ t dzS KDefial AD18)THediodiversity net gain principle will be mandated through the upcorr
EnvironmentBill, due to be published in 2019 (draft Bill is availatidefra, 2019) The England
.A2RAOSNEAGE DNRdAzZLIQ& NB LI(Edgland Biddiyetsity IGDup)2014)2 & «

Maidstone Local Plan statements on biodiversity and development

¢tKS alARaildz2yS [20Ft tfly aleéea a5S@St2LISyid
connectivity through the provision of space for nature that contributes to the large landssgie

o Biodiversity: 6.20:

A Council will work in partnership with landowners, land managers and develo
to encourage better soil handling practices to avoid the degradation of soil a
ensure soil functions are maintained appropriate
Developnent proposals need initial survey of aite assets at appropriate time
of year for the relevant habitats / species / flora and fauna
Developers must ensure suitable mitigation measures are implemented if he
unavoidable
Proposalshould seek to avoid damaging and fragmenting existing habitats
Maximise opportunities to contribute to priority habitats and species
Development likely to lead to negative effect of international important natur
conservation sites unlikely to meet regaments of habitats directive

(Maidstone Borough Council, 2017)
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4.2 Pollution

Pollution affects the quality of air, water and soil, and thereby can interfere Pollution:
ecosystem services and reduce biodiversity. Changes can be diffuse and wi

reaching, and difficult to tackle. The presence or
introduction of a
Upper Stone Street in Maidstone town was found to be tfevorst site harmful substance

(outside London) for breaching the Air Quality Objective for Nitrogen DioXidgs atteRis =R= a1V 1¢e)alsil=ls 8
with 79.3 ug/m3 compared to the objective of below 40ug/fF8iends of the
Earth, 2019)

The Catchment Sensitive Farming scheme works on reducing To find out where the high
water and air pollution and offers free support to those in priority areas are, visit this
high priority areas. In Maidstone borough, this is along the webpage(Natural England,
M20 and near BoxleyNatural England, 2018) Defra and Environment

Agency, 2019)
Biodiversity suffers from pollution beanalsobe part of the
solution. Biodiverse systems can help to reduce damage
through phytoremediation (the process of plants and
associated micr@rganisms removing hazardous
contaminates from soil, air and water).

Pollution in Policy

¢KS I2FSNYYSyidQa 2 SN 2dKdiffiisd potlutionfSefta, ROALFTKeE A I K i
Convention on Biological Diversity Aichi target 8 is Reducing pollution to levels not detrimental to

ecosystem functions and biodiksity (Convention on Biological Diversity, 201Dhe Maidstone Local
Plan includes controlling pollution for the benefit of biodiversity in DM3 The Natural Environment, ¢
in relation to Air Quality in DM6 which recommentie tuse of soft measures such as tree planting to
mitigate against emissions from new developmefiaidstone Borough Council, 2017)

4.3Climate crisis

The current climate crisis is a serieqafmancausedchanges in ouenvironment which are having large

scale negative consequences for the planet and for sodiftfynans are estimated to have caused an
observed warming of approximately 1.0°C between-ipidustrial levels and 2017. For global temperature
increases of 1.5°0 2°C, most terrestrial species are projected to shrink profouiiBES, 2019)

Biodiversity is at threat from the climate crisis so we need to manage biodiversity with climate resilience in
mind (see Recommendation 13 @fawton, et al., 2010)

Rapid changes to the climatdfect wildlife in lots of ways it affects their habitat availability, their
geographical rangethe timing of biological eventandthe ecosystem processes upon whiglediversity
depends. (Lawton, et al., 2010hese efécts exacerbate the other threats to biodiversitthe way in which
it affects human society is comparalgéoss of homes, suitable land, food availability.

13


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution#find-out-if-your-lands-in-a-high-priority-area
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution#find-out-if-your-lands-in-a-high-priority-area
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution#find-out-if-your-lands-in-a-high-priority-area
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution#find-out-if-your-lands-in-a-high-priority-area
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution#find-out-if-your-lands-in-a-high-priority-area
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At a global level, the Convention on Biological Diversity Aichi targets include increasingesnasgiience

to mitigate against climate chang@onvention on Biological Diversity, 2000) { A YA f I Nt @8 X (G KS
report highlights the importance of taking climate change into account in actions to reduce the loss of
biodiversity. The Kent Habitat Survey identifies climate change as a key negativd ARGH, 2012)

Working across sectors can produce synergistic outcomes: reduced climate change, increased biodiversity,
stable economy and areased human health and wellbeing. The Marmot review investigated Health
Inequalities in England and suggested prioritising policies and interventions that mitigate climate change
alongside reducing health inequalities, such as increasing availabifjoodfquality green space across

social gradientgMarmot, et al., 201Q)

The management plans of wildlife sites rarely include managing for climate resilience. The Making Space fo
Nature report recommends thatomservation olectives of wildlife sitesare revisedo respond to climate

change through measures sudhcreasel microhabitat diversity focus on connectivitgnd supporing
ecologicaprocessesfLawton, et al., 2010)

In the Habitat seddbns below, these negative climate changes are not listed as threats eadbhabitat
type as the effects are likely to be acr@dkhabitats and often there are nor inadequate predictions of
how the habitats will be affected.

Biodiversity is also part of the soluti@recosystem services include climate regulation and biosequestration.
Plants take in carbon dioxide from the air and use the carbon in the productimoef plant material. This
natural process of carbon sequestration can help to mitigate global temperature increhse<eit Tree
Strategy which explains how trees can counter urban heat island effect and climatEbuilt-up areas

(Butfoy, et al., 2019)At a local level, the Maidstone Local Plan calls for greening of the town centre to
mitigate against impacts of climate chan@®laidstone Borough Council, 2017)

4.41Invasive NorNative SpeciedNNS)
As well as being problematic to us directly, invasi

QNS EVIERS SV ESE CRER CYRUTEEIRNIERIERINY - Shecies which have been introduced from outside
EUC Qs EdIEiSRe ey oy RURESTIIEESEENT  their original distribution and have the ability to
Iand, reSUIting in decreased native biOdiverSity Spread and cause damage to the environment,

ClCI ARG G ERR R P IIINIREERE  economy, our health or the way we liy€riffiths &
in the number of INNS since 19{@@BES, 2019) Loos, 2018)

Invasive NofiNative Species

Floatlnq pennywort on the Medwa\ \ ‘ a7 | Himalayan balgarm® X
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The global biodiversity targetfgm the Convention on Biological Diversity) include identifying and
prioritising invasivenon-nativespecies and pathways, controlling or eradicating those priority species and
putting measures in place to prevent their introduction and establishn€onvention on Biological
Diversity, 201Q)

Invasive NorNative Species in Maidstone borough

¢KS {2dziK 9laidiQa wS3IA2ylt Ly@lrairgsS !'fASy {L
introduction, hotspots, areas of high conservation value and key stakeholders. It provides
recommendations on prevention, early warning, rapid response, eradicand control of INNS.
(Griffiths & Loos, 2018Yhe hotspots and key species of relevance to Maidstone borough are
highlighted below.

Area Species of concern

Regional Sites of | River Beult WaterFern, Floating Pennywort, Giant
High Conservation Hogweed, Himalayan balsam

High Weald

Regional High Risk River Medway Navigation Various
Areas: and Canoe Trail

Yalding/River Medway Floating Pennywort

Regional Hotspots] RiverMedway through Giant Hogweed, Himalayan balsam and floati
Yalding pennywort

Table 1: Regions of concern in Maidstone boro(@fiffiths & Loos, 2018)

Medway area Medway area
Prickly heath

Table 2:Blacklist specieshigh concern, not currently prese(riffiths & Loos, 2018)
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Invasive NorNative Species in Maidstone borough

Species in Freshwater
Medway area

American skunk cabbage
Caspian Mud Shrimp
Water primrose

ble 3:Redlist speciesearly detectiorg present but not well establishe@riffiths & Loos, 2018)

Species in Freshwater Nonraquatic species in
Medway area Medway area
American mink D2 |- &

Water fern

Zebra mussel

Chinese mitten crab
Signal crayfish

Floating pennywort

D2 |- &

Giant hogweed

Giant rhubarb

Himalayan balsam
Japanese knotweed
Marsh frog

Turkishcrayfish

New Zealand pigmyweed
bdzi Gt Qa Iy
waterweed

Orange balsam

t I NNRPGQa TSI
Table 4:Yellow red list: long term managemergradication not feasible
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Non-aquatic species in
Medway area
Buddleia davidii
Ring necked parakeets
Rhododendron
Russian vine
Sika deer
Turkey oak
Reeves Mutjac
MontbresidCrocosmia
Japanese rose
Cotoneaster sp.
Evergreen oak
Grey squirrel
False acacia
Table 5: Green list specidswer impact species, often where very letegm management required
(Griffiths & Loos, 2018)

4.5 Intensive Agriculture

Modernintensivefarming methods have a profound effect on the landscqjmpacting the appearance,
character and ecological condition of the countrysikiéensive agriculture can include increasing output by
farming larger fields with the same crop and methods, usirgetacale application of fertilisers and

pesticides, changing natural water flows (through drainage ditches, extraction of water from rivers), and a
reduction in the diversity of crops, livestock breeds, and techniques. The increase in agriculture and its
intensification has led to decreases in other ecosystem services, such as regulation of air and water quality,
climate regulation and habitat provisioiPBES, 2019)

In England, 60% of nitrates and 40% of phosphates within water are due to agriculture which compromises
important habitats and thus species richnébiatural England, 2009\Vithin the south east, water usage

within agricultureY @ 6S02YS |y AyONBlFaAy3afe LINBaaAy3d Adadz
result of reduced rainfall and increased consumer need. 87% of ammonia emissioa UK are from

farming in particular livestock farmshrough intensive farming tliincreases anddversely affectair and

water quality(Natural England, 2019)

Loss of local varieties of crops and breedbveistock threaten global food security as a@me torely on
less species and on genetically diaspecies. This reduces the resilience of our food systems to pests,
disease and climate changé”BES, 2019)

Defratd bl GdzNI £ / K2A0S 6KAGS LI LISNI asSda 2dzi GKS | A
and tacke key threats, which will be delivered through stewardship schemes and cross comp(i2eita,

2011) The full extent of the impacts of agriculture on biodiversity, and the work being done to tackle this, is
beyond the scoe of this strategy, especially as it largely falls out of the responsibility of Maidstone Borough
Council, however @&orth noting the importance of agricultural practices for biodiversity management,
especially as the majority of land in Maidstone Baylous agricultural (73% arable and horticulture and
improved grassland).
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Several projects exist to support environmentally friendly Find out more about Colour in

FIENYAYIS AyOfdzRAY3I . O]l FNER e Margins here:: 2 dzNJ
project which protects arable habitats and species, with the https://naturebftb.co.uk/the-
Kent Downs as a focus area for the project. LEAF (Linking projects/colourin-the-margins/

Environment ad Farming) are also working on increasing the Or for information on LEAF, visit
environmental suitability of farmland. LEAF promotes https://leafuk.org/

integrated farmmanagement certifies sustainably farmed
productsand provides education. Further information can be found on environmentally friendly peacti

such as soil management, pollution control and nature conservation on the LEAF website, especially on the
resources pagehttps://leafuk.org/farming/resourcesThe Catchment Sensitive Farming atitie focuses on
water and air quality in the farmed environmeqplease see section 4.2 for more detail.

4.6Underlying drivers

The factors above are all underpinned by increasing population and increasing consumption patterns.
Human population has doudxd since 1950 and global economy has grown neaftydd (IPBES, 2019)he
guantity of resources extraet from the environment has nearly doubled since 1980 due to increases in per
personconsumption and increasing populatigtPBES, 2019)

Loss of
biodiveristy
and
ecosystem
services

Societal Increlaf.lng Indirect
values and PlefpElettiol drivers of

behaviours and
consumption

Direct drivers
of change

e.g. reducec
e.g. global functioning
overheating of
ecosystems

e.g. large e.g. car
cars as a production,
status purchase
symbol and usage

TheUNbiodiversity report stresses theeed to decouple idea of a good and meaiiindjfe from ever
increasing material consumptiolPBES, 2019) 0 achieve the largecale changes in our environment that
are required, our societal values and behaviours need to change.
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5.How can | help?

Biodiversity 202@9 y 3t I Y RQa . A 2) Ribridses\ditihg g
people at the heart of biodiversity policy, including increasing
awareness and increasing the number of people taking positive
actions(Defra, 2011) As discussed in Section 2, not only is it As the ThinkBIG reporbmts out,
important to lookafter protected areas where nature is the priority(aiihea I AEVERONT S SRS

odzti Ffaz (2 az2TFd8Sy GKS YI §NAREUESDEUR RTINS UEEERRS] 4 A |
hospitable to nature. This requires people across sectors to get [ASIACECE! community,

involved and take responsibility for their impacts on nature. 2NHIF Yy Aal oA 2(Fnhgland
Everyone cacontribute insomewagA y T OGS A  Q LA REUSE KREED) O v
get as many people taking positive actions as possible.

w

Role for everyone

5.1 Maidstone Biodiversity Pledge

To encouragéocal peopleand organisations in Maidstone to get
involved, we have developed the Maidstone Biodiversity Pledge. To If you are interested in
sign up to the pledge, you are saying that woport the Maidstone what Maidstone
Biodiversity Strateggand will take action to help biodiversitjioUlican Borough Council will do,

sign up via a webpage on the Maidstone Borough Council website. please see Section 6.

This will help people to know which businesses and organisations
support nature and we hope it will foster intersectional partnership working.

You can sign up at one thiree levels: as a Nate Ally,Nature Supporter oMNature Guardiandepending on
your scope to instigate chang®8aving nature requires everyone to take responsibility for their impacts on
the environment and take steps to changéhere are actions that everyone can take.

There arethree areas of action which we encourage people to take: considering biodiversity in decision
making, increasingwareness, and giving wildlife a homéhe table below gives examples of how these
actions can be done.

This pledge shoulde takenas an opportunity to examine your Greenwash:
opportunities to help natur@nd make a commitmennotan
opportunity for greenwashingChanging to a morenvironmentally Tomake people believe your
friendly supplier of cleaimg productsmay not help your reputation ag &eli/sEAERelellaleRiylel=H e
much putting up a window box with insect friendlgwers butmay protect the environment than it
make agreaterdifference to your impact on naturand the really is. (Cambridge Dictionary
environment

If youare putting in a planning application, work in the built environment sector (architecture,
development, building and planningy are a planneplease see th&iodiversity in the Planning
Process guidance document, found in Appendiwich looks in more detail about how
development and nature can be balanced, including details of legal requirements and advice
best practice.

If you are involved with parishcouncilthat is working on a Neighbourhood P)aiease
incorporate the avice and information given in therategyand Appendix A.
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3 Levels of Commitment

Nature All Nature Nature
Maidstone Biodiversity e y Supporter Guardian
Pledgeg levels and &g e.g. parish e.g.
: individuals, : .
actions local councils, local environmental
. community organisations,
businesses o .
organisations MBCcouncillors
Think about €.g- e.g. include e.g. having a
- . consider the . % o .
biodiversity . biodiversity in dedicated
. - impactof . L :
in decision tood yourbusiness  biodiversity
making shopping plan policy
e.g.
Engagement Sl e romote
9ag talk or 9P e.g. run events,
and or support :
. event take educating staff
education . events
partin a
campaign
e.g. putting
up a bird
Giving box e.g. make an 6.0, manage
wildifea  window box office wildife o9 g
. protected areas
home with bee garden
friendly
flowers

5.2Funding Sources

It may be beneficial for

Fundingis often a big challenge féhose wanting to help
nature. Whilst the financial value of nature is increasingly
recognised, and systems to incorporate nature into the
economic system are built, there is still a way to go.
Consultationsvith local conservation groups have shown that
identifying funding sources are a key challesgehe following

20

smaller organisations to grouf
together in order to tap into
funding from larger grant

making bodies. Segection
5.3 for otherlocalgroups
interested in partnership
working.
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information has been compiledhis is not an exhaustive list as funding sources come and go and are often
time limited.

5.3Partnership Working
There are many brilliant individuals and organisations in the borough working on conservation projects in
their area.Working in partnership will allowncreasel potential for habitat connectivity across the borough.

The following organisations have expsed an interest ipartnership working

Hollingbourne Meadows Trust

Kent Wildlife Trust

Maidstone Green Drinks group

Medway Valley Countryside Partnership
Woodland Trust

Yalding Parish Council

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group
Boughton Monchelsea Amenity Trust
Detling Parish Council

Fant Wildlife Group

Friends of Whatman Park
Harrietsham Parish Council

= =4 =8 =4 -4 =9
= =4 =48 -4 -8 -9

21



Maidstone Biodiversity Strategy 2019

6. What will Maidstone Borough Council do?

¢ 2

YSSi GKS O2dzy OAf Qa O2 Yt¥hihé YoSayRiaa and lgere Ghe ZRIACIDVEINIE A (i

the following:

T

22

Follow up planning permissions granted with environmental conditions to ensure mitigation
is doneproperlyand managedor the long term

No longer permit greenfield residential developments that do not memtal PlanANGSt
standards. Brownfield residential development will have to meet financial contributions to
provide oftsite provision and maintenance of natural open space.

EnforceMaidstone Borough Coungil2 O f t f | Yy Q& 5ao coSeein Ay L.
LI I YYSNBEQ 3IdZARFYyOS y20S0

Make habitat connectivity and ecosystem function a primary factor when allocating land for
development.

Reject plans that do not deliver net gain for biodivlgrsGovernment will enforce a net gain

for biodiversity and subsequently also a net gain for environment (incorporating
biodiversity, air quality etc)Jcuidance on measuring net gain can be found here:
http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/5850908674228224

Prioritise ecological solutions (soft measures such as tree plaatidgustainable Urban
Drainage SchemessSUD$as the primary mechanism to deal with problems such as ®ima
andor flood mitigation or preventing ruroff pollution eventsas these are more likely to
provide multiple benefits.
Prohibit all development on ancient woodland or any tier 1 evil2llife designated sites.
Implement Hedgerow Regulations to protdatdgerows
Manage its land with biodiversity and ecosystem services as the priority and follow
principles set out througtout this document including:

0 Reduce use abdenticide

0 Retainivy unless where a safety concern

o Reducing mowing and increadersity on monoculture amenity grassland
Consider biodiversity and ecosystem services in other plans within other Maidstone Borougk
Council departmentsg e.g. health, air quality, education, economy etc.
Permanent investment (i.e. beyond the Go GreertGbf R LINP 2SO0 U0 Ay & dz

biodiversity and community environmental groups.


http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/5850908674228224
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1 Implementation plan yearly to demonstrate how the council will enact the
recommendations of this strategy. Yearly monitoring and reporting to MBC committee.

1 Ensure thacanals, railways, roads, cycle ways and other linear features in the landscape
should better achieve their potential to be wildlife corridgtsawton, et al., 2010)

1 The Maidstone Infrastructure Delivery Plan has a sectioneatt infrastructure which
currently is focused on provision of GP surgeries and local care servidese iterations of
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan should include the provision of greenspace to the

communities that need it mos{Maidstone Borough Council, 2016)

7.What have we got in Maidstone?

England has species and habitats of international importdhaeton, et al., 2010)
Those present itMaidstone include:

More chalk rivers than any other country in Europe

Globally important populations of bats and oceanic lichens

a2NB KIYy KIFIfF YFAYfFYR 9dz2NRPLISQa aLISOASa 27
ME: 2F GKS @g2NI RQA o0dzYof S6SS aLISOASaH

Highest representation of veteran oalksEurope

Hay meadows and chalk grassland of international importance

=A =4 =4 =4 -8 4

7.1Designated sites

As highlighted throughout this strategy, saving nature requires not just focusing on protected areas, but
ensuring the wider environment is more habitable for n@&uSympathetic management of all land is critical
to reducing drivers of biodiversity loBoth\€onservation 2®Natural England, 201@&nd ¥hink BI&
(England Biodiversity Group, 20Xktjessed the need for large scale change at the landscape level, not just
focussingon individual sites.

Nonetheless, welnanaged designated sites are key areas that provide space for willdkally, protected
areas cover 15%f terrestrial and frebwater environmentgIPBES, 2019)

There are many types of designation (and associated acronyms!). These can be sorted into thréaslevels
done in the Making Space for Nature revi@vawton, et al., 2010) To make our ecological network more
coherent and resilient, we need to particularly improve the management of the Tier 2 and @.site®sn, et

al., 2010) In Maidstone, 0.1% of the borough is designated as Sites of Specific Scientific Interest, 6.1% are
designated as Local Wildlife Stasd 27.6% falls within the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural

Beauty.

23 e, ngmonnsp%ugg_sgrch|QS :
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Tier Type of Site Number of sites Total areain borough(to
in borough nearest whole hectare)
1 Sites with nature Sites of Specific Scientific 11 270
conservation as the Interest- SSSls
primary purposé Ramsar 0 0
Special Areas for 1 137
Conservation SACs
Special Protection Areas 0 0
SPAs
National Nature Reserves 0 0
NNRs
Local Nature Reserves 3 117
LNR$
2 Sitesdesignated for = Local Wildlife SitesLWSs 63 2398
high biodiversity but Ancient WoodlandSansum, 564 woodland @ 2828
without full etal., 2012) parcels
statutory protection
3 Sites where wildlife = Areas of Outstanding Natur: 1 ¢ Kent Down3 10,725
is included in Beautyc AONBs
statutory purpose National Parks 0 0

3 Excludes NGOwned sites such as RSPB reserves, National Trust reserves, Woodland Trust sites and Wildlife Trust
sites. These are included in Tier 1 in the Lawton review but excluded here due to data availability.
4 Currently, investigations ateeing undertaken into designating more sites as Local Nature Res

by Maidstone Borough Council.
S 32@SNYYSyYyld NB@GASE Ayia2 (K SEduéfar@ublicatibnhbhis fiearhtllis maydnahelhg G &
Greensand Ridge into a further AONBaidstone Borough Council, 2018)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designatethndscapesationatparksandaonbs2018review#history
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Sltes DeSIQnated for Nature in Maldstone Borough
: . - 3 :‘..,}\/ ¥ ~9 V7 Dassiw
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Sites Designated for Nature:
Tier One sites: SSSI (fuschia), SAC (light pink), LNR (coral).
Tier Two sites: LWS (dark green) and Ancient Woodland (light green).

25 Tier Three sites: AONB (light blue)
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7.2Natural Open Space ProvisionMiaidstone Borough

The quantity ofnatural open space split by ward can be foundn the Open Space Audi¥aidstone
Borough Council, 2014)cluding provision per 1000 peopl€he provision per 1000 people is very
unequal.BoxXey ward has 53380m2natural open space pef000 people whereas High Street Ward
has 895m2yer 1000 peopleThis is largely understandable due to the differences in land pressure
between urban and rural locations. However, an issue is that new develdgroan avoid
contributing to the area opublicly accessiblepen space available, instead paying a contribution to
the maintenanceand qualityof existing open spac&Vhilst it is beneficial to fund maintenance of
existing sites, this can lead to a contah erosion of the availability of open space.

The Maidstone Infrastructure Delivery Plan outlines in greater detail the works to be done on Green
and Blue infrastructure which includes provisidmatural and semnatural open space in the

borough. This includes ~34ha of new open space, as well as the requirements for residential
developments to provide csite open space (or pay financial compensation for improvements to
guality of offsite openspace if orsite provision not possible)
(Maidstone Borough Council, 2018here is a significant risk of
natural habitat becoming more fragmesd and isolated because
increasing urbanisation reduces suitability of intermediary areas.

For more detail, please see th

Development Section 4.1

The gquality of the open space was adssessedand you can look up your local open spaces here:
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/home/primaryservices/planningand-building/primaryareas/local
planinformation/tier-3-primary-areas/planningpayments(ENV 007 Quigy Audit 2015 Maidstone
Borough Council, 2015)

A survey was conducteamh localpublic opinion oropenspace Naturalspace was valued as very
important or important by 94% of 401 people surveyethis is higher tha anyother type of open
space.49% use natural and semi natural space once a week or more, 59% use it at least once a
fortnight. Naturefeatureswas the top answer for most important aspect of open spécake

Market Research for Mastone Borough Council, 2015)



http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/planning-and-building/primary-areas/local-plan-information/tier-3-primary-areas/planning-payments
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/planning-and-building/primary-areas/local-plan-information/tier-3-primary-areas/planning-payments
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MAI

B

Map of 20ha+ natural or semmiatural areas in Maidstone borough, with 2km buffers drawn around th@vtaidstone Borough Council, 2015)
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Emommaummadw 18 Sites
[C]smes 1o be Reconsidared for Allocation

Approved Sites
I NoturaVsemi-natural areas of open space
[ INaturalsemi-natural areas of open space buffered to 300m (2Ha ste)

Map of 2ha+ natural or semmatural areas in Maidstone borough, with 300m buffers drawn around th@taidstone Borough Council, 2015)
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7.3 Biodiversity Opportunity Areas in Maidstone
Biodiversity Opportunity Areas are where the best opportunitiesfor establishing large habitat areas or a network of habitég¢gent Nature Partnership, 2015)

Blodlverlsty Opportumty Areas |n Maldstone Borough
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Six Blodlvensty Opportunity Areas have been identified within Maidstone Borough.
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Biodiversity Opportunity Areas found in Maidstone boroudKent Nature Partnership,

2015)
Key habitats and species

Mid Kent Downs Woods and Scarp:
Dense belts of wood, agricultural land at foot ¢
scarp,important chalk grassland and woodlanc
Many Local Wildlife Sites and Sites of Specific
{OASYGATAO LYGSNBailo
roman snail.

Greensand Heath and Commons:

Areas of heathy vegetation and acid grasslanc
Wood pasture. Rare acid woodland. Provides
good habitat for bats, addemsnd a variety of
birds.

Medway Gap and North KeérDowns:
Woodlands historicalparksand dalk grassland.
Tidal Medway with saltmarsh and intertidal
mudflat ¢ marsh, reedbeds, fen. Fragments of
chalk grassland. Important brownfield sites su
as disused quarries. Important arable weeds.

Mid Kent Greensand and Gault:

Farmed landscape following scarp foot of the
Downs. Heathland, parkland and woodland,
wood pasture. Rivers and wetland. Nationally
important acid grassland and heathland. Lots
LWSs and SSSis. Water vole, wtlidsved

ONI} @ FA&K YR 5 %ikshi# dz J
carder bee, keeled skimmer dragonfly

High Weald:

Dispersed area of wood, heath aadid
grassland, neutral grassland, streams and por
over sandstones and clays. Ancient wood.
Unique assemblage of acidic freshwater habit
including furnace and hammer ponds. Notable
L2 LJdzt F GA2ya 2F . SOKAI
and bryophytes.

Targets

Protect existing habitat. Restore, recreate and
reconnect chalk grassland. Enhance neutral
grassland t@reate lowland meadow. Increase
woodland management buffer dip slope
woods with semnatural habitats.

Create acid grassland and heathland. Improve
woodland management to reduce
fragmentation. Enhanceent of neutral
grassland into lowland meadow. Restore
quarries. Engage communities by increasing
awareness.

Enhance, create and restore chalk grassland.
Increase woodland management. Enhance
marsh reedbed and fen along Medway. Impro
brownfield site and arable weed management
Creation of neutral grassland. Increase public
access.

Recreate and restore acid grassland and
heathland. Enhance woodland management.
Increase ecological status of water bodies.
Wetland restoration and recreation.

Actively conserve wood especially gill wood,
heathy wood and wood pasture. Conserve
lowland meadow. Restore or create heathlanc
acid grassland and natural grassland. Restore
water to good ecological status.

Medway and Low Weald Grassland and Wetland:

Wetland habitats including rivers, ponds, fen
and wet woodland. Area contains the floodpla
and tributaries of Medway, Beult and Teise.
Provides habitat for river mussel, whitdawed
crayfish, river lamprey and potentially otter.

30

Increase ecological stas of water. Create wide
river floodplains with riparian corridors.
Catchment improvement (fen, wet wood, reed
wet grassland). Create neutral grassland.
Increase management of woodland, lowland
meadows, hedgerows and invasive raative
species.
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7.4 Jecies of Note

Whilst it is important to think about the bigger picture of largeale habitat restoration and
reducing negative pressurespnsideringndividualspeciesare important for twokeyreasons:

1 Some species need specific helthave niche environmental needs thatll not be met by
delivering habitat level work. Without targeted action, these species are likely to decline
further.

1 Focussing on speciean help to generate interest in consenatiwork and to engage
different audiencesSome people will be more inspired and energised by projects focussing
on helping hedgehogs than of naturalising urban greenspace.

The Kent Biodiversity Strate@igent Nature Partnershifz015)identified 9 priority species and 2
species groupOf these, all are found in Maidstone borough except &eill carder bee which can

be found along the Thames Gateway in K&ta on records from these species or groups is shown
below, focusing on the time period since the last Maidstone Biodiversity Strateg908

Insufficient data was available for mayflies or serotine bats so these are not shown Bdlidata is
sourced from the Kent and Medway Biological Records Centre. For fdeteil on each species,
including its threats and requirements, please see the Kent Biodiversity St{iteglyNature
Partnership, 2015)Please noteg the following data and charts only show the number of records the
Kent andMledway Biological Records Cenlrelds for each of the species or species groups. This
data is not only affected by changes in abundance of the species, but also in changes in recorder
effort. Improving and sustaining wildlife rebng is key to understading the natural world and

being able to protect isufficiently.

Comma butterfly
e A "R 4
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Hazel dormouse

Year

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Number of records

35

94

85

80

34

99

71

154

111

Hazel Dormouse Records in Maidstone Borough
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Year

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Number of records

11

10

13

21
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Butterflies

Year

2009

2010

2011

2012 | 2013

2014 2015

2016

2017

Number of records

2131

361

446

2795 2994

1775| 2736

1443

3805

Butterfly Records in Maidstone Borough
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Lapwing

Year

2009 2010

2011

2012| 2013| 2014

2015 2016

Number of records

985 229

498

396| 281| 163

499

319
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Lapwing Records in Maidstone Borough

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Year
Farmland birds
Year 2009| 2010| 2011| 2012| 2013| 2014 2015| 2016
Number of records 9862 | 11211| 10385| 7778 | 6079| 11059 9779 | 22470

Farmland Bird Records in Maidstone Borough
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/conservation-and-sustainability/farming/near-you/farmland-bird-indicator/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/conservation-and-sustainability/farming/near-you/farmland-bird-indicator/
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Adder

Year

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014 2015

2016

2017

Number of records

2131

361

446

2795

2994

1775| 2736

1443

3805
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Adder records in Maidstone Borough
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Turtle dove
Year| 2009| 2010| 2011| 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015| 2016
Number of records| 72 73 34 73 61 95 85 23

Number recorded
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8. Habitats

The following sections look at theodiversity opportunities, risks and actions for 4 habitat gréups
Each category relates to the Kent Habitat Survey categories in the following way:

Maidstone Borough Biodiversity Strategy Habitat Kent Habitat Survey Classification

Category
Woodland Broadleaved, mixed, and yew woodland
Coniferous woodland
Urban Builtup areas
Boundary and linear features
Water and wetland Fen, marsh and swamp
Rivers and Streams
Standing open water and canals
Grassland Acid grassland

Bracken
Calcareous grassland
European dry heaths
Inland rock/Quarry
Neutral grassland
Agriculture | Arable and horticulture
Improved grassland
Traditional orchard

You can find out what sort of habitats are near you on thetK.andscape Informatio®rvice
website:https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.KLIS.Web.SitdsiB/ViewMap.aspxSelect the Kent

River Beult near Chainhurst

6 This grouping is based on feedback from commueitysultation which strongly recommended keeping
habitat sections simple.
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8.1 Woodland

8.1.1Maidstone Borough Woodland

Maidstone has much broadleaved woodland, with limited areas of coniferous woodland in the
north-east of the borough. Morethantwd A FiKa onndo>0 2F YSyiQa @S¢ ¢
borough, which is also home to 15.6%ioK S / 2wirytliadodmlluvial soilsdominated by

alder and ash(ARCH, 2012)

Several key woodland sites are owned or managed by Kent Wildlife Trust. These include:

1 Kiln Wood (ancient woodland which support dormice and orchids),

§ Stockbury Hill (KentWRIf A TS ¢ NHza (i Qa FANRG NBASNBSZI | yOASy
letter hairstreaks, various ancient woodland flowers)

1 Quarry Wood (ancient woodland Local Wildlife Site, which supports populations of water
shrew, bats, nightingale, kingfisher, goldcréxidger and a variety of fungi)

Various local bodies manage other important areas of woodland in the borough, such as the
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group, a volunteer led group managing ancient woodland which
supports awer 50 ancient woodland indicator spies of ground flora. These woodlands provide
important services such as climate mitigation, recreation, air quality, aesthetics and flood
management.

The Woodland Trust also manage a key site, the Hucking estate, which is one of their top ten
bluebell woods. The Woodland Trust wants to work with local landowners who can increase
woodland coverage to deliver large scale woodland creation to link isolated ancient woods.

p \ A ) B VE T IR ¥ TP
\ R AL \ / X
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Woodland Habitat in Maidstone Borough
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Data from Kent Habitat Survey 2012.
The map shows coniferous woodland in blue and broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland in pink.
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Ancient Woodland in Maldstone Borough
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Ancient woodland is shown in lime green.
7% of the borough is woodland, of which 85% is ancient (Sansum et al., 2012).
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8.1.2Key Challenges

Kent has more ancig wood than any other county
(Butfoy, et al., 2019jnd it is vitathat Maidstone borough [RadeRiEIEREECIRIEREELELEE
playsits part in protecting this valuable resourdekey 1600AD. This includes ancient replante
challenge is retaining the function and extent of this woodland where original native tree
woodland, in the light of development pressures, with higiiassitkastetRE L EUCRELIECEIRYY
targets for increasing housing and infrastructure. planted stock(Sansum, et al., 2012)

Ancientwood:

Fragmentation is big threat, particularly in the North Downs area, because anaentinatural
woodland is often surrounded by intensive arable lafdr example, Horish Wood near Detling is
isolated by M20, A249 and the HS1 train line. These infrastructure developrhamtsn all
probabilitymadethe site drier, where it was wet walland previously.

Maintaining high biodiversity in woodlands is also dependent on suitable management. In some
casesthis will require more extensive action than otheysuch as the management of traditional
coppice woodland. Undermanaged woodland ceemdl to lower biodiversity due to a lack of light
reaching the ground, reducing the diversity of ground flora.

Tree diseases such as ash dieback are also a key threat. The transport links through Kent to the
continent made the area particularly at risk fincthe introduction of new diseases.

8.1.3Wider PolicyObjectives

TheKent Tree Srategy includes several objectives for woodland in Kent which can be applied to
Maidstone borough. The Kent Tree Strat&fisionincludes imncreasngwoodland cover from 13%ot
24% by 2100 and to 15% by 20&ér Maidstone Borough, tree cover wékof the boroughin 2012
(Sansum, et al., 201,20 to achieve 24% by 2100, an additicd285ha would need to be created
(and an additional 279%a toachieve 15% by 2044Butfoy, et al., 2019)

The Kent Tree StrategButfoy, et al., 2019rovides further objectives onew and secondary
wood:

0 Plant 11.4ndlion trees by 2044
o Pant and maintairat least 4579ha of new native woodland covethe Weald as
part of the Wealden Wildwood project

8.1.40bjectives

1 In addition to the level of woodland creation referred to above, a key action is to prevent
overgrowth into dense woodland bgdreasngtraditional managemenand creatingglades
rides and coppiced areaBreference for a liveable forested landscape.

1 Ceation of buffers orecotonesat the woodland edgé¢instead of a sudden change from
dense woodland to budenvironment, agricultural land or amenity grassland) will help to
reduce edge effects and will create valuable habitats in its own right.

1 Dead woodwill be retained in situ as this provides valuahbbitat for many insects, fungi
and more.

1 Onlynativetree speciesshould be planted, see Kent Tree Strate@Butfoy, et al., 201%pr
further advice.
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1 The risk of spreading tree diseases should be minimised by usingtiedafrom local
nurseries wherever possible and using strict biosecurity procedures.

1 Landownersaand managers of woodland shoulidjis up toWoodlandTrusQ &ree Charter
(Charter for Trees, Woods and People, 2019)

1 Ivy severancshould only be conducted when necessary for public saéstyessed on a
caseby-casebasis. This is because {#fgrough its nectar, pollen and berrieis)an important
food plant for various speciascluding the holly blue butterfly(Woodland Trust, 2019)

1 Anyone working on largecale land management or planning that will affect woodland in
the borough is advised to read the Kent Tree Stra{@ypfoy, et al., 2019nd incorporate
the targets into their work.

8.1.5Relevant bodies

Woodland Trust

Maidstone Borough Council and Parish Councils
Kent Wildlife Trust

Private landowners

=A =4 =4 =4

Robin

Fungi growing on tree trunk Cladonia lichen

8.2Urban Nature
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