First Quarter Financial Update 2022/23

D1) Collection Fund

D1.1 A large proportion of the Council’s income is generated through local taxation (Council Tax
and Business Rates), which is accounted for through the Collection Fund.

D1.2 Due to the risk in this area, including the risk of non-collection and the pooling arrangements
in place for Business Rates growth, the Council monitors the Collection Fund very carefully.

D1.3 There are statutory accounting arrangements in place which minimise the in-year impact of
collection fund losses on the general fund revenue budget, however, losses incurred in one

year must be repaid in subsequent years so there is a consequential impact on future
budgets and the medium-term financial strategy.

D2) Collection Rates & Reliefs

D2.1 The collection rates achieved for local taxation are reported in the table below.

Table 11: Local Tax Collection Rates (Q1 2022/23)

Description Target Q1 Actual Q1
2022/23 2022/23
Council Tax 27.48% 28.20%
Business Rates 30.97% 35.80%

D2.2 The amount of Council Tax and Business Rates collected is marginally higher than the quarter
1 target. This will be closely monitored to understand the impacts of the UK financial
environment on residents and businesses.

D3) Kent Business Rates Pool

D3.1 The council has continued to participate with other Kent authorities during 2022/23 to
maximise the proportion of business rates growth it is able to retain. Forecasts from those
in the pool have been requested and we will have an update for quarter 2. As in previous
years, any funding will be allocated to spending which supports the delivery of the council’s
Economic Development Strategy.

D3.2 As part of the pooling arrangements, pool members share the risks, as well as the rewards
of pool membership. Business rates retention scheme is extremely difficult to forecast, due
to the number of unknowns e.g. the impact of the removal of expanded reliefs to businesses
affected by Covid-19, and the longer term impacts on local, national and global economies.
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