Parish Services Scheme

1.

The Parish Services Scheme has the following aims:

e To ensure equity of council tax funded service provision between non-parished and
parished areas;

e Accountability and Transparency; and
e To provide a mechanism to agree the local provision of services

Maidstone Borough Council (MBC) will provide funding via funding agreements for specific
concurrent services provided by parishes in their arga, Any service funded through this
ate and service priorities.
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provision and should be paid\for through parish funding (i.e. raising a precept). This is to
avoid non-parish council tax suksidy 6f parished areas. Importantly, if an exceptional
case can be demonstrated, funding agreements can be considered for these functions.

Category 3 is for functions provided by another authority. In the two cases listed the
other authority is KCC. Parishes should contact KCC regarding the services they provide
in this area. MBC will be happy to help with this liaison as required but will not be
funding KCC services. In the case of footway lighting that is not of a sufficient standard
to be adopted by KCC, MBC will consider providing if lights are on MBC owned land or are
part of another service (for example in a park) that MBC is providing funding toward.

Category 4 covers those functions that are considered to be out of date or defunct and
are therefore removed.
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Parish Services Scheme

CATEGORY 1 - Functions to be assessed on a case by case basis to ensure they avoid double-

taxation of parish areas

e Administration - These costs will be included in any agreement for provision of a

service on behalf of MBC, but not paid in a lump sum.

standards applied across the whole Borough and the maintenance cost of land will be
calculated based on MBC's contrdct costs. MBC will endeavour to make its contract

arrangements and prices available for Parishes to utilise where possible.

e Play Areas - An audit will be carried out of play areas across the borough. Where a
need is identified in a parish area MBC will fund, through this scheme, the provision of
the play area(s) necessary to meet that need and to MBC’s standards. Additional play

areas should be paid for through precepts.

e Play Schemes - Funding could be provided for the net cost of these - possibly

through increased play scheme grants through existing system.
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¢ Public war memorials — MBC will consider a contribution toward public war
memorials and will set the contribution based on how much MBC would expect to pay
to maintain the war memorial were it to carry out the work itself. Where this is a one-
off capital cost rather than regular maintenance this will need to be considered for

funding separately to the parish services scheme.

o Other one off functions as identified with individual parishes - functions which
the parish want to provide on behalf of the borough through a service level agreement

- to be identified with each parish.
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CATEGORY 2 - Provided by MBC for whole or none of the borough - would lead to non-

parished areas subsidising parishes through council tax. If extraordinary circumstances can

be demonstrated funding agreements could be considered

¢ Allotments - Both parish and borough councils.are responsible for provision of

additional bins can be\prowded and pdid for by parish at their discretion. In some
cases MBC empties the additional/parish bins as a service and at a cost to the parish.
This cost cannot be claimec ough a funding agreement.

e Public conveniences - MBC now offers the community facility alternative in non-
parished areas and currently provides a separate public conveniences payment to
parishes.

e Street sweeping - MBC provides Borough wide coverage, additional sweeping will
need to be funded by the parish.

e Tourism Encouragement - MBC have a borough wide approach to tourism
encouragement (visitor economy). Additional specific activities in parish areas will

need to be paid for by the parish.
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¢ Village Halls and Community Centres - MBC would not run these facilities in the
event of the parish ceasing to operate them. MBC would look to lease council owned

facilities on long term leases, giving consideration to community need, where possible.

CATEGORY 3 - Functions that are the responsibility of angtker authority (KCC)

e Footway Lighting (see paragraph 6 above)
e Traffic Calming and Road Safety Issues

CATEGORY 4 - Headings that are out of date/defun

¢ Boating Pools

it will covered by the\Nfundingagree »
e Conferences Hfere eId not falkunder a fundi

stops in the town centre.

¢ Notice Boards -Parish noticeNboardg are specifically for the use of parish councils.

MBC has no interest in these.
¢ Public Clocks - the council would not pick up the costs for maintaining public clocks.

e Subsidies for uneconomic post or telecommunication services —Modern changes

to post and communications render this far less relevant than previously.

e Taxi fare concessions
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