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MAIDSTONE JOINT MAID=TONE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD Borouweh Counmcll
MEETING
Date: Wednesday 18 July 2012
Time: 5.00 pm
Venue: Town Hall, High Street,
Maidstone

Membership:
Councillors Ash, Beerling, Mrs Blackmore, Carter,

Chell, Chittenden, Cooke (Chairman),

Cuming, Daley, English, Hotson,

Moriarty, B Mortimer, Moss,

Robertson, Mrs Stockell, Mrs Whittle

and J.A. Wilson (Vice-Chairman)

Page No.

1. Apologies for Absence
2. Notification of Substitute Members

Notification of Visiting Members

> W

Disclosures by Members and Officers

5. Disclosures of lobbying

Continued Over/:

Issued on 17 July 2012

The reports included in Part I of this agenda can be made
available in alternative formats. For further information about
this service, or to arrange for special facilities to be provided at
the meeting, please contact JANET BARNES on 01622
602242. To find out more about the work of the Committee,
please visit www.maidstone.gov.uk
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Alison Broom, Chief Executive, Maidstone Borough Council,
Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ
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11.
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18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 April 2012
Petitions (if any)
Questions/Statements by members of the public

Report of the Head of Transportation - Tudor Avenue,
Maidstone - Parking Restrictions

Report of the Head of Transportation - Emsworth Grove,
Maidstone - Parking Restrictions

Report of the Head of Transportation - Rushmead Drive,
Maidstone - Parking Restrictions

Report of the Head of Transportation - Charlton Lane, West
Farleigh - Speed Limit Proposals

Report of the Head of Transport and Development - Update on
Petitions Submitted to Kent Highway Services

INFORMATION ONLY REPORTS

Report of the Director of Planning and Environment - Bold Steps
for Aviation

Report of the Head of Highways and Transportation - Road
Casualties in the Maidstone Borough

Report of the Head of Highway Operations - Roadworks
Reinstatements and Rights to carry out work plus update on
Knightrider Street Gas Work

Report of the Head of Highway Operations - Local Winter
Service Plan

Report of the Head of Highway Operations - London 2012
Olympics and Paralympics - Highways and Transportation
Operational Plans

Report of the Head of Programmed Works - Highway Vegetation
Management - Update

Maidstone Tracker Update

Report of the Director of Kent Highway Services - Member
highway Fund programme Update for Maidstone Borough

Report of the Head of Transportation - Boxley Road and 189 - 191

Beechen Bank Road - Proposed 40mph Speed Limit

Registering for Public Speaking

In order to book a slot to speak at this meeting of the Joint
Transportation Board please contact Janet Barnes on 01622
602242 by 3.30pm on the day of the meeting. You will also
need to inform us of the topic you wish to speak on. Please
note that slots will be allocated on a first come, first served
basis up to a maximum of ten speakers.
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To: Maidstone Joint Transportation Board

By: Tim Read, Head of Transportation

Date: 18" July 2012

Subject: Boxley Road and Beechen Bank Road — Proposed

40mph Speed Limit

Classification: For decision

Summary: Following a request from Boxley Parish Council to reduce the
speed limit on Boxley Road and Beechen Bank Road from National Speed
Limit to 40mph, the Traffic Regulation Order was advertised and formal
consultation was carried out. One objection was received from Kent Police
and it is summarised below. The Board is asked to decide whether it supports
the introduction of the reduced speed limit in spite of the objection, whether
the proposed additional measures should be introduced in order to gain Police
support, or whether a 50mph speed limit should be introduced instead.

Background

1. Boxley Parish Council requested that the speed limit on Boxley Road
and Beechen Bank Road be reduced from National Speed Limit to
40mph. As this was not a priority for KCC Highways and
Transportation funding, the Parish Council are funding the reduced
speed limit.

2. A Public Notice confirming the proposed change in speed limit on
Boxley Road and Beechen Bank Road was open for comment between
the 24" June 2012 and 16™ July 2012. A plan showing the proposed
40mph Speed Limit is attached as Appendix 1.

3. One objection was received from Kent Police. They stated that they
feel “that if this proposal were to be introduced drivers may not view the
road environment as a 40mph speed limit, and this may lead to
inappropriate overtaking and excess speed”.

4. Kent Police stated that in order to support the proposed 40mph speed
limit, they require additional engineering methods to be introduced to
encourage compliance. This would consist of speed roundels painted
on the carriageway with the vertical repeater signs and edge of
carriageway markings if there is sufficient road width.

5. If the engineering methods are not implemented then Kent Police
would only support a 50mph Speed Limit.
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Comment

6. Boxley Road and Beechen Bank Road are semi rural in nature with a
number of bends throughout and residential properties set back from
the carriageway. The increased use of roundels and white paint on the
carriageway will take away from the aesthetics of the road.

7. Boxley Parish Council is funding these works, and if further lining is
required, the Parish will have to agree to fund the additional costs.

8. The implementation and maintenance of the additional road markings
would require a more complicated method of traffic management, with
further disruption to residents and road users.

9. Kent Police look for all new Traffic Regulation Orders to be self
enforcing and state that with high demand on their resources, the
enforcement of this speed limit will be a low priority.

10. If the additional measures are not implemented, and a 40mph speed
limit is introduced, then the scheme will not have the support of Kent
Police, and as such the Police will not enforce the lower speed limit.

Decision

11. Members are asked to consider the objection submitted by Kent Police
and the impact on the Parish Council resources and rural nature of the
road, against the requirement for speed limits to be enforced.

12. Members are asked to decide either:

a. To implement the 40mph speed limit as proposed with no
additional measures, and therefore without Police support.

b. To implement the 40mph speed limit with the additional road
markings. This would then require approval from Boxley Parish
Council who would need to meet the additional cost.

c. To implement a 50mph speed limit which would have Police
support and not require any additional measures. This would

also require the approval of Boxley Parish Council who are
funding the scheme.

Background documents: Nil

Contact Officer: Lisa Gillham
Tel: 08458 247800
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Appendix 1: Plan showing Proposed 40mph Speed Limit
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Drawing title

40MPH SPEED LIMIT
PROPOSED LAYOUT

Henwood Industrial Estate
Ashford TN24 BAD
Tel: 08458 247 800
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MAIDSTONE

Drawing number Rev

12-ITS-MA-03/801 A

S:\KHS - Ashford\Countywide Improvements\ITS Team\Schemes 2011-12\Maidstone\12-ITS-MA-03 (Boxley Rd, Walderslade)\Design docs\Consultation dwg.dwg

AdL

191



	Agenda
	22 Report of the Head of Transportation - Boxley Road and Beechen Bank Road - Proposed 40mph Speed Limit

