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MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

LICENSING COMMITTEE 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14 NOVEMBER 2013 

 
Present:  Councillor Parvin (Chairman), and 

Councillors Barned, Black, Mrs Grigg, Mrs Hinder, 

Mrs Joy, B Mortimer, Naghi, Newton, Mrs Parvin and 

Yates 

 
 

44. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs Gibson. 
 

45. NOTIFICATION OF SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS  

 
It was noted that Councillor Black was substituting for Councillor Mrs 

Gibson. 
 

46. NOTIFICATION OF VISITING MEMBERS  

 
There were no Visiting Members. 

 
47. DISCLOSURES BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS  

 

There were no disclosures by Members or Officers. 
 

48. DISCLOSURES OF LOBBYING  
 
There were no disclosures of lobbying. 

 
49. EXEMPT ITEMS  

 
RESOLVED: That the Items on the Agenda be taken in public as 
proposed. 

 
50. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7 OCTOBER 2013  

 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 October 2013 and 

the Minutes (Part II) of the meeting held on 24 June 2013 be approved as 
a correct record and signed. 
 

51. HACKNEY CARRIAGE/PRIVATE HIRE ISSUES (IF ANY)  
 

There were no issues to be discussed. 
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52. HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARE INCREASE  
 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Housing and 
Community Services regarding a request from the Maidstone Taxi 

Proprietor Association for a fare increase. 
 
RESOLVED:  

 
a) That the table of fares, as set out in Appendix C to the report of the 

Head of Housing and Community Services, be agreed; and 
 

b) That the Head of Housing and Community Services be given 

delegated authority to give public notice of the Council’s intention to 
fix this table of fares for hackney Carriage vehicles in accordance 

with Section 65(2) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 to take effect from 7 December 2013. 

 

53. SCRAP METAL ADDITIONAL FEE SETTING  
 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Housing and 
Community Services regarding setting the remaining fee levels in respect 

of Scrap Metal Licensing. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the additional fees for Scrap Metal Licensing, as set out 

below, be agreed:- 
 

Variations – Collector to Site Licence (3 years)  £225.00 
 Site to Collectors Licence (3 years) £130.00 
Change of Site Manager £175.00 

Minor Administrative change £ 31.00 
 

54. UNMET DEMAND SURVEY A2Z LICENSING LETTER 29.8.13  
 
The Committee considered the report of the Head of Housing and 

Community Services regarding the content of a letter received from A2Z 
Licensing on 29 August 2013 in respect of the Hackney Carriage rank at 

Maidstone East Station. 
 
RESOLVED: 

 
a) That the report be noted; 

b) That a review of the current Hackney Carriage rank provisions within 
the Borough be initiated; and 

c) That the report on the Hackney Carriage Unmet Demand Survey be 

considered at this meeting. 
 

55. HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCE - UNMET DEMAND SURVEY  
 
The Committee considered the report of the Director of Regeneration and 

Communities regarding the results of the Unmet Demand Survey carried 
out by Amey in respect of the number of Hackney Carriage licences in 

Maidstone. 
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The Committee were satisfied from the evidence in the report that there is 

no significant unmet demand for Hackney Carriages in Maidstone. It was 
considered that there is no compelling reason to change the current 

number of hackney carriage proprietors’ licences in Maidstone. 
 
RESOLVED: 

 
a) That maintaining the current level of Hackney Carriage licences on 

the basis that there is no significant unmet demand for hackney 
Carriages locally be agreed; and 
 

b) That Officers report back to the next meeting of the Committee on 
the other recommendations within the survey. 

 
56. DURATION OF MEETING  

 

6.45 p.m. to 7.13 p.m. 
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MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

LICENSING COMMITTEE 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4 DECEMBER 2013 

 
Present:  Councillor Parvin (Chairman), and 

Councillors Barned, Black, Mrs Grigg, Mrs Hinder, 

Mrs Joy, B Mortimer, Mrs Parvin and Yates 

 
 

57. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
There were apologies for absence from Councillors Mrs Gibson, Naghi and 

Newton. 
 

58. NOTIFICATION OF SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS  

 
It was noted that Councillor Black was a substitute for Councillor Mrs 

Gibson. 
 

59. NOTIFICATION OF VISITING MEMBERS  

 
There were no Visiting Members. 

 
60. DISCLOSURES BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS  

 

There were no disclosures by Members or Officers. 
 

61. DISCLOSURES OF LOBBYING  
 
There were no disclosures of lobbying. 

 
62. EXEMPT ITEMS  

 
RESOLVED: That the item on the Agenda be taken in public but should 
matters regarding financial/business affairs need to be discussed, then 

these discussions would be held in private. 
 

63. APPLICATION FOR STREET TRADING CONSENT - MR KENNEDY - JUBILEE 
SQUARE, MAIDSTONE  

 
The Committee considered the report of the Head of Housing and 
Community Services regarding an application for a street trading consent 

for a Christmas Market in Jubilee Square for a period of 10 days at times 
as set out in the application. 

 
The Chairman introduced those present and ensured that everyone 
understood the procedure to be followed. 
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The Head of Housing and Community Services presented the report, 
outlining the application received. 

 
Mr Foster, on behalf of the Applicant, was then given an opportunity to 

present his case.  He stated that it was felt the Christmas Market would 
add diversity to the offer of the Town Centre, attract more people and 
make them stay longer.  He said Jubilee Square was created to hold all 

sorts of events, including markets.  An up-to-date plan showing the 
location of the stalls was circulated to Members at the meeting. He 

informed the Committee that the layout was configured in a way that they 
can connect to the electricity supply in order to decorate their stalls with 
lights, to ensure there is pedestrian access available and it is away from 

the recognised crossing lanes.  
 

Mr Foster said there were 13 frontages onto Jubilee Square, of which 2 
sold hot food.  Looking further afield, e.g. down to the entrance to Royal 
Star Arcade, Bank Street, Gabriels Hill, there are 46 premises, of which 9 

sold hot food.  He did not believe this created an overcrowding of these 
activities.  There was a market held in this location last year which was 

well received and no complaints were received by the Council and they felt 
the introduction of hot food will provide a new attraction to make it more 

successful than it was last year.  For these reasons, the Applicant and Mr 
Foster believe the Christmas Market is a benefit to the Town Centre as a 
whole.  These markets are common in many other cities/towns and have 

helped to generate an increase in income for all retailers in the area. 
 

The Objectors were then given an opportunity to ask Mr Foster questions. 
 
Mr Rayner asked Mr Foster to name the 9 hot food premises he referred to 

as being in the vicinity. 
 

Mr Foster responded – Kala Red, Eden, Lunch Basket, Muggletons, The 
Brenchley, Subway, Greggs, Wimpey and Burger King. 
 

Members were then given an opportunity to ask Mr Foster questions.  In 
response to questions, Mr Foster said he did not believe there was a 

specific “definition” of a Christmas Market, the applicant operates a 
number of markets and has a number of different stalls.  A number of 
different operators were approached, but only this operator submitted an 

application.  A nativity event is also taking place at the same time.  The 
selling of hot food pays for the SIA security which is required overnight.  

If these were refused then the market would become unviable. 
 
The objectors were then given the opportunity to state their case. 

 
Mr White, on behalf of Town Centre Management Limited (“TCM”), stated 

that he felt the proposed ratio of 50% craft and 50% hot food was 
disproportionate for the amount of stalls.  He also stated that last year’s 
market was reported as a success even though there was no hot food and 

that when the consultation was circulated it was reportedly mentioned 
that it was a Christmas Market like last year and Mr White believes that 

may be why more people did not object because they did not realise this 
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one included hot food.   He said the businesses trade all year and pay 
substantial business rates and this is the time of the year is profitable for 

them which helps them through the leaner times in the new year. 
 

Mr Foster, on behalf of the applicant, was then given the opportunity to 
ask questions of the objector.  He had none. 
 

Members were then given the opportunity to ask questions of the 
objector.  They had none. 

 
Mr Rayner, the proprietor of Wimpey, addressed the Committee.  He 
stated that this was the most important time of the year for Maidstone to 

generate income and that he agreed with Mr White, in that the percentage 
of food stalls within the market was disproportionate and that he was also 

informed the market was the same as last year.  He felt the fees for the 
market stalls were too low when compared to the business rates that the 
shops have to pay.  Mr Rayner then invited Mr Humphries of Snappy 

Snaps to address the Committee.  Mr Humphries stated that the smell of 
the hot food in the market will attract people to buy new foods and deter 

them from using the other hot food venues in the vicinity, which is unfair 
to those there all year. 

 
The Head of Housing and Community Services clarified the procedure with 
regard to the consultation, in that an officer visited each premise and 

handed over a letter which contained all the information with regard to 
the market, including the hot food element. 

 
Mr Foster, on behalf of the applicant, was then given the opportunity to 
ask questions of the objector.  He had none. 

  
Members were then given the opportunity to ask questions of the 

objector. 
 
In response to questions, the objectors stated that the smell and 

attraction of the food would bring people to the stalls.  They have no 
objection to the market itself, just the selling of hot food.   

 
Members were then given the opportunity to ask further questions of 
clarification. 

 
In response to a question, the Head of Housing and Community Services 

said that the consultation papers would be included in the Agenda 
paperwork in future and that no public notice was required. 
 

The objectors were then given the opportunity to sum up. 
 

Mr White stated that TCM did not object to the market, just the hot food 
element.  He felt that the offer was not particularly Christmas orientated. 
 

Mr Rayner had nothing further to add. 
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Mr Foster, on behalf of the applicant, stated that there is a huge amount 
of competition regarding Christmas Markets and that Maidstone is 

competing with Canterbury and Bluewater.  He stated that Maidstone 
needs to do whatever it can to compete and make a contribution to the 

Town Centre’s attractiveness, diversity and offer.  He referred to 7.1 b) 
within the Council’s Street Trading Policy stating that he does not believe 
that 9 other traders in the vicinity in which the applicant desires to trade 

does not constitute an “overcrowding”. 
 

Members were then given the opportunity to ask the Head of Housing and 
Community Services if any further matters need to be raised.   In 
response to a question from the Head of Housing and Community 

Services, the Legal Adviser informed Members that they can only grant 
the application with the same or less than requested.  If the applicant 

wanted to add something different or more it would need to be considered 
as a new application and subject to a further consultation period. 
 

Mr Foster, for the applicant, the Objectors, the Head of Housing and 
Community Services and the Senior Licensing Officer then left the room 

while the Committee made their deliberations. 
 

RESOLVED:  The Committee, having carefully considered the application 
made on 14 November 2013 by Mr Kennedy, the report of the Senior 
Licensing Officer, including the text of all objections and oral evidence 

from Mr Foster on behalf of the applicant, Mr White for Town Centre 
Management Limited, an objector, Mr Rayner of Wimpy, an objector, and 

his witness, Mr Humphries of Snappy Snaps, at the Hearing decided that 
street trading consent be granted for the period 9-15 December 2013, for 
the times and location applied for, trading from 10 stalls in the goods 

applied for – save that the mix of goods are to be conditioned (see 
below). 

 
This was considered reasonable and proportionate in view of the 
objections received to the hot food element of the application.  Members 

being of the view that the level of hot food provision was disproportionate 
to the market as a whole and some would be in similar goods to a number 

of other premises in the vicinity which could be affected.  They were also 
not considered to necessarily contribute to the ambience of a Christmas 
market although some would increase footfall for all. 

 
Condition: - The 10 stalls granted under this consent shall include no 

more than 3 stalls trading in hot food or hot drinks. 
 

64. DURATION OF MEETING  

 
10.30 a.m. to 12.20 p.m. 
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MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

LICENSING COMMITTEE 

 

30th JANUARY 2014 

 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 

 
Report prepared by Lorraine Neale   

 
1. Street Trading Consent – Mr Ronald  Munn 

 
1.1 Issue for Decision 

 
The issue for decision is to consider an application for a street trading 

consent from Mr Munn following objections received from parish councils.  

 

1.2 Recommendation of the Head of Housing and Community Services 

 
1.2.1 That Members give consideration to the application for a street trading 

 consent by Mr R Munn taking into account the consultation 

representations (Appendix C). 
 

1.3 Reasons for Recommendation 
 

1.3.1 On the 16 October 2013 Mr R Munn made an application for a new street 
trading consent to sell burgers/sausages/sandwiches and hot and cold 
drinks from a trailer on the land of Newport Imports off the A249 at 

Stockbury, ME9 7QU.  The days and hours of operation he has applied for 
are Monday to Saturday from 6.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. The application 

became valid on the 18 October 2013. The 14 day consultation 
commenced on 1/11/2013 and finished on 15.11.2013 (Appendix A). 

 

1.3.2 Consultations have been carried out and no objections have been 
 received from:- 

 
  Ward members (North Downs Ward and Detling & Thurnham Ward)                  
  KCC Highways 

  MBC Planning and Development Control 
  MBC Environmental Health 

  MBC Environmental Enforcement 
 Police   
 

1.3.3 The garage site sits largely in the Parish of Stockbury, however the 
majority of the site requested as the consent site for street trading sits in 

Thurnham and so both Parish Councils were consulted.  Detling Parish 
Council were not a consultee but a response was received from them. 
Objections have been received from:- 
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  Stockbury Parish Council 11.11.13 

  Detling Parish Council 11.11.13 
  Thurnham Parish Council 15.11.13 

  (Appendix C)   

 

1.3.4  In summary the objections of the Parish Council’s are: 
 

• A food trailer here would create safety hazards for the fast moving 

traffic on the A249 which passes the site: 
 

- By HGVs parking in the deceleration lane affecting access and     
visibility on exit, 

- There being no acceleration lane on exit, 

- the increased activity of vehicles at the site. 
 

• preparation of food and increased vehicle and driver activity would 
create a nuisance for neighbours to the site. 

 

• Planning consent has not yet been acquired. 
 

• Will create excessive rubbish and mess litter at the site 
 
• No toilet facilities at the site would constitute a public health hazard 

 
• The facility would encourage pedestrians to attempt to cross the 

A249 increasing the risk of accidents. 
 

1.3.5 As there are no other local business’s in the vicinity of the site no 

 consultation with business took place. 
 

1.3.6 On the 18 November 2013, the Head of Housing and Community Services 

wrote to Mr Munn informing him that he was unable to determine the 

application due to the three objections received, these were also supplied to 

Mr Munn and informed him of his right to be heard by Committee if he 
wished to do so.  In a letter from Mr Munn (Appendix D) received on 26 
November 2013 he confirmed his wish for the matter to come before the 

Committee.  His letter also addressed the objections raised by Stockbury 
Parish Council.  

 

1.3.7 A letter of support from nearby neighbours Mr P and Mrs D Mellor in 
support of the application is attached as Appendix E. This indicates that 

trading does not negatively impact upon them and that they would be 
happy for consent to be granted.  

  A planning application for this use was made on 8/12/13 and the period 

for consultation ends on 27/01/14.  That will be determined in accordance 
with relevant planning considerations and is a separate matter to street 

trading consent considerations, and determination of the application 
before this Committee.  Although considerations may have some overlap 
they are different and separate.  If a street trading consent were to be 
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granted then any trading under it may be subject to planning 
enforcement action until such time as planning consent is granted. 

 
1.3.8 Attached to this report is the Council’s policy on street trading, (Appendix 

E) and the procedure that is used for hearing applications with 

representations the Committee may wish to follow in their considerations. 

(Appendix F). 
 

1.4  Alternative Action and why not Recommended 

 
1.4.1 The Committee needs to consider the application in accordance with our 

Street Trading Policy. 

 
1.5 Impact on Corporate Objectives 

 
1.5.1 Determination of applications in accordance with policy and merits provides a 

consistent approach to trading within the borough and promotes the 

objective of being a decent place to live. 

  

1.6 Risk Management 

 
1.6.1 Risk Management issues are covered within the approach taken by Street 

Trading policy and the processing of this application has been in accordance 
with policy.  Any appeal against this decision will be by way of judicial review 
and a consistent policy should mitigate against success of any such 

challenge. 

 

1.7 Other Implications 

 
1.7.1  

1. Financial 

 

 

X 

2. Staffing 
 

 
 

3. Legal 
 

 
X 

4. Equality Impact Needs Assessment 
 

 
 

5. Environmental/Sustainable Development 
 

 

6. Community Safety 
 

 

7. Human Rights Act 
 

 

8. Procurement 
 

 

9. Asset Management 
 

 

 
1.7.2 A refund will be required in the event of an unsuccessful application 

 

10



 

  

1.7.3 The Council has adopted the provisions in relation to Street Trading 
Consent from the Local Government (Miscellaneous) Provisions Act 

1982 
 

1.10  Relevant Documents 

 

1.10.1 Appendices 
 Appendix A Application form 
 Appendix B Plan of the area 

 Appendix C Copies of objections 
 Appendix D Letter from the applicant 

 Appendix E Letter from neighbours  
 Appendix F Street Trading Policy 
 Appendix G Hearing Procedure   

 
1.11  Background Documents 

 
 The application from Mr Munn and other correspondence are held in 
 files in the Licensing Section. 

 
 

 

 

NO REPORT WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT THIS BOX BEING 
COMPLETED 
 

 
Is this a Key Decision? Yes   No  

 
If yes, when did it appear in the Forward Plan? _______________________ 
 

 
Is this an Urgent Key Decision?     Yes                  No 

 
Reason for Urgency 
 

[State why the decision is urgent and cannot wait until the next issue of the 
forward plan.] 

 
 

 
 

 X 

 X 
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  MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL STREET TRADING CONSENT 
POLICY 

 
 

MARCH 2010 
 

 
 

 
1. Introduction 

 
1.1 Maidstone Borough Council ‘the Council’ has adopted Schedule 4 of 

the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982.  Since 
1, September 1986, a Consent has been required before trading on 
any street in the Borough area. 

 
1.2 Street trading is the selling, exposing or offering for sale any article 

in a street subject to some exemptions. The term ‘street’ includes 
any road, footway or other area to which the public have access 
without payment (this can include private land). 

 
1.3 This does not include activities such as tables for street café 

operations from a fixed premises or the siting of ‘A’ boards on the 
street as this is not within the remit of this legislation. 
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2. Aim of Maidstone Borough Council’s Street Trading Consent 

  Policy 
 
2.1 The aim of this statement of Street Trading Consent Policy is to 

provide a consistent and transparent approach for the method of 
determining street trading Consent applications and their ongoing 
position. 

 
2.2 To achieve this aim the Council is committed to partnership working 

with Kent Police, Kent Highways Services, the trade and local fixed 
premises businesses. 

 
2.3 This policy sets out how we intend to manage the Street Trading 

Consent function and how we will ensure the process is fair. 
 
2.4 The Council has an aim to improve the quality of life in Maidstone. 

31



5 

D:\Moderngov\Data\Agendaitemdocs\7\8\0\AI00017087\$Qiwifokw.Doc 

 

3. Scope of the Policy 

 
3.1 The Council’s policy is concerned with the administration of the 

street trading Consent functions within the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, 

 
• determining first applications 

• renewals 

• revocation 
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4. Interpretation 

 
4.1 Any words or expressions in this policy have the meanings assigned 

to them under the 1982 Act.  Nothing in the policy should be 
regarded or interpreted so as to prejudice the 1982 Act. 
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5. The Maidstone Act 2006 

 
5.1 This came into force on 7 September 2006.  This removed the 

exemption for pedlars to act with the authority of a Pedlars 
Certificate to trade within the Borough.  Pedlars must now have a 
Street Trading Consent to trade on the streets within the Borough of 
Maidstone. 

 
5.2 There is power to seize articles, receptacles and equipment by an 

officer of the Council or Constable if there is reason to suspect an 
offence has been committed under this Act. 
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 6. Application Process 

 
6.1 Applications must be made in writing on the application form 

provided by the Council as detailed in Appendix A and be 
accompanied by a Consent fee.  An applicant must be aged 17 or 
over. 

 
6.2 Proposed food business should be registered under the Food 

Regulations with the Local Authority where their vehicle is based 
and provide documents as evidence that they are so registered. 

 
6.3 Applicants are advised to contact the Development Control section 

of the Council to check whether planning permission is required. 
 
6.4 Determining First Applications – The process on receipt of any 

application will include a consultation period of 14 days with:- 
   Ward Members 
   Parish Council if relevant 
   Town Centre Management if relevant 
   Adjacent shops 
   KCC Highways 
   MBC Planning and Development Control 
   MBC Environmental Health Section 
                 MBC Environmental Enforcement    
   Police 
 
 If no objections are received the Licensing Manager has delegated 

power to grant; 
 

(i) All applications outside the Town Centre area. 
 
(ii) All applications within the Town Centre area subject to 

consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Licensing Committee who can ask that the Application is 
referred to the Committee for determination. 
 

If objections are received the application will be determined by the 
Licensing Committee.  A hearing will be held following the attached 
procedure. 
 

6.5 Determining Additional Applications For An Agreed Site 
 

Once the application for a site has been agreed in accordance with 
6.4 above, the Licensing Manager will be authorised to issue further 
Street Trading consents for the same site in the exact terms of the 
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first application subject to a satisfactory Police check being received 
which would determine good character and their right to work in the 
United Kingdom. 

 
6.6 Renewals – the process on receipt of a renewal application will be 

for the Licensing Manager to renew if no complaints have been 
received following the consultation process the process for first 
applications will be followed and the matter will be reported to the 
Licensing Committee (procedure in appendix B). 

 
6.7 Revocation – Any consideration for review of a consent including a 

decision for revocation will be taken by the Licensing Committee. 
 
6.8 Applications for Street Trading Consent in Fremlin Walk -   

Applications must be made in writing on the application form 
provided by the Council as detailed in Appendix A and be 
accompanied by a Consent fee.  An applicant must be aged 17 or 
over. 
 

6.9 Proposed food business should be registered under the Food 
Regulations with the Local Authority where their vehicle is based 
and provide documents as evidence that they are so registered. 

 
6.10 Applicants are advised to contact the Development Control section 

of the Council to check whether planning permission is required. 
 
6.11 Applications for Street Trading Consent will be undertaken in 2 

stages comprising an application for the site (which could include 
more than 1 pitch) and then an application from the Street Trader. 

 
6.12 Determining Site Application – An application for a site will be made 

to the Council and will require a consultation period of 14 days 
with:- 

   Ward Members 
   Parish Council if relevant 
   Town Centre Management if relevant 
   Adjacent shops 
   KCC Highways 
   MBC Planning and Development Control 
   MBC Environmental Health Section 
                 MBC Environmental Enforcement    
   Police 
 
 If no objections are received the Licensing Manager has delegated 

power to grant all applications within the Town Centre area subject 
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to consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Licensing Committee who can ask that the Application is referred to 
the Committee for determination. 

 
If objections are received the application will be determined by the 
Licensing Committee.  A hearing will be held following the attached 
procedure.  Each agreed site applicant will allocate the pitches in 
those sites to Traders agreed by the Council. 

 
6.13 Determining Site Application from Traders – Traders will apply to 

the Council to trade in the approved sites and consent will be given 
subject to the assessment of the site holder and a satisfactory 
Police check being received which would determine good character 
and their right to work in the United Kingdom. 

 
6.14 Renewals – the process on receipt of a renewal application will be 

for the Licensing Manager to renew if no complaints have been 
received following the consultation process the process for first 
applications will be followed and the matter will be reported to the 
Licensing Committee (procedure in appendix B). 

 
6.15 Revocation – Any consideration for review of a consent including a 

decision for revocation will be taken by the Licensing Committee. 
 
6.16 Any provisions relating to the River Festival will not apply to any 

agreed sites in Fremlin Walk. 
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7. Consideration of Applications 

 
7.1 The Council will consider each application on its individual merits 

and normally grant a Street Trading Consent unless, in its opinion, 
there is:- 

 
a) not enough space for each applicant to trade in the manner 

proposed without causing undue interference or inconvenience to 
persons using the street, 

b) there are already enough traders in the vicinity (from shops or 
other stalls) in the goods in which the applicant desires to trade, 

c) there is undue concentration of traders trading in the street in 
which the applicant desires to trade, 

d) the Consent, if granted, will result in nuisance to members of the 
public, residents or local businesses, due to the likely noise, 
smell, litter, obstruction, disturbance, or other problems which 
will be caused by granting the Consent, 

e) the size, nature or appearance of the proposed stall and any 
associated equipment is inappropriate for the proposed location 
in terms of amenity or public or highway safety, 

f) the proposed trading hours are outside the usual business hours 
of shops in the vicinity, except in relation to a trader wishing to 
sell hot food, which will be considered on a site by site basis, 

g) any additional issues arising from consultation or the particular 
circumstances of the application. 

h) previous conviction of the applicant (or an assistant) for relevant 
offences (dishonesty, food safety, health & safety, licensing or 
other related issues) or unsuitable for other reasonable cause, 

i) failure on a previous occasion to pay Street Trading Consent fees 
within agreed timescales, 

j) applications for Street Trading Consent on a site where there is 
already a Consent granted, 

k) there is an earlier application or an application for renewal has 
been received which will be determined first by the Licensing 
Committee. 
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8. Administration, Exercise and Delegation of Function 

 
8.1 The powers and duties of the Council with regard to Street Trading 

Consent may be carried out by the Licensing Committee or Officers 
acting under delegated authority.  Since many of the functions are 
administrative or compliance monitoring based in nature, in the 
interest of speed, efficiency and cost effectiveness, the Council 
supports the principle of delegating routine matters to Officers. 

 
8.2 Applications will normally be dealt with by Officers but can be 

forwarded to the Licensing Committee for determination (see 
section 6). 
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9. Conditions applicable to Street Trading Consents 

 
9.1 Conditions will normally be imposed in all cases specifying:- 
 

a) the place in which the Consent holder is permitted to trade, 
b) the days and times at which the Consent holder is permitted to 

trade, 
c) description of the types of articles in which the holder is 

permitted to trade, 
d) the nature, size and type of stall stand etc. which is to be used, 
e) the Street Trading Consent issued by the Council must be 

conspicuously displayed on the stall/person, 
f) if food is to be sold, the business shall be Food Safety registered, 
g) restrictions on the means the trader may use to attract custom 

to his stall, 
h) that the suitable receptacle for litter must be provided, 
i) that the location must be left in a clean and tidy condition at the 

end of the trading hours each day, 
j) that the stall must be removed each day at the end of trading 

hours unless agreement in writing is obtained from the Council or 
the owner of the land, 

k) the trader must comply with any reasonable request of a Police 
Officer or authorised Officer of the Council, 

l) that the trader must produce, to a Police Officer or authorised 
Officer of the Council, a copy of the Consent on demand, 

m) operators must cease trading immediately upon expiry of 
Consent. 

 
9.2 The Council considers that each of the above conditions will be 

reasonably necessary in relation to the majority of Consents granted 
for the purposes of protecting public safety and the prevention of 
nuisance and annoyance to local residents, businesses in the locality 
and members of the public using the street concerned.  The Council 
may also impose such other conditions as it considers reasonably 
necessary in each particular case and conditions may be varied at 
any time. 
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10. Enforcement 

 
10.1 Any enforcement action taken by the Council will be in accordance 

with any adopted enforcement policy, and failure to comply with the 
conditions may lead to revocation or non-renewal of a Consent.  
Any person found trading without Consent in the Borough will be 
subject to enforcement action by the Council. 
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11. Promotion of Racial Equality 

 
11.1 The Council recognises that the Race Relations Act 1976 as 

amended by the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 places an 
obligation on all Public Authorities to have regard to the need to 
eliminate unlawful discrimination, and to promote equality of 
opportunities and good relations between persons and different 
racial groups. 
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12. Human Rights Act 1998 
 
12.1 The Council implements the 1982 Act in a manner consistent with 

the Human Rights Act 1998. 
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For enquiries regarding this policy in the Council’s area, please 

contact:- 
 

Licensing Office 
Maidstone Borough Council 

Maidstone House 
King Street 

Maidstone 
Kent 

ME15 6JQ 
 

01622 602028 
licensing@maidstone.gov.uk 
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APPENDIX G 

 

 

 

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 

 

 

a) The Chairman will introduce those present and ensure that everyone 

understands the procedure to be followed. 
 

b) The Head of Housing and Community Services will briefly describe the 

application. 
 

c) The Applicant will then present his case. 
 

d) The Objector(s) may then ask the Applicant questions. 

 
e) Members will then ask the Applicant any questions. 

 
f) The Objector(s) will then be given the opportunity to present his/her case. 

 
g) The Applicant may then ask the Objector(s) any questions. 

 

h) Members will then ask the Objector(s) any questions. 
 

i) Members may then ask any further questions of clarification from any 
party. 
 

j) Both parties will then be asked to sum up, the Objector(s) first followed by 
the Applicant. 

 
k) Members will then ask the Head of Housing and Community Services if 

there are any further matters to be raised before the matter is considered. 

 
l) The Committee will then decide the appeal and may ask the Applicant, the 

Objector(s), the Head of Housing and Community Services and any other 
parties to leave, the Committee Clerk will be the only person apart from 
Members to be allowed to remain.  Any representative of Legal Services (if 

present) may be requested to remain by the Chairman. 
 

m) After consideration all parties will be invited to return and the Chairman will 
announce the decision. 
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