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</style><style type="text/css" id="owaParaStyle"></style> 
</head> 
<body lang="EN-GB" link="blue" vlink="purple" fpstyle="1" ocsi="0"> 
<div style="direction: ltr;font-family: Tahoma;color: #000000;font-size: 
10pt;">Dear Elizabeth, 
<div><br> 
</div> 
<div>Please take this as my official response to this consultation 
period.&nbsp;</div> 



<div><br> 
</div> 
<div>I fully support the proposal of the Acting Returning Officer after 
the first consultation period. 48 positive responses out of 81 - well 
over 50% of those who responded, were in favour demonstrating there is 
popular support for the idea from those who 
 are affected most, the people who vote in the Polling 
District.&nbsp;</div> 
<div><br> 
</div> 
<div>I shall address the points made against the idea in turn:</div> 
<div>1) The idea that the hotel doesn't offer safe access for tellers or 
voters is not valid. As mentioned, the walk from the car park to the 
place of polling is one which guests at the hotel regularly use, and in 
terms of access for tellers there is a clear 
 lobby area for them to operate - again, as summarised in the 1st 
consultation feedback.&nbsp;</div> 
<div>2) There are instances where Public Houses are used as Polling 
Stations, such as The Wheatsheaf in Bough Beech in Sevenoaks District (AI 
Polling District) so the argument that a Hotel is not an appropriate 
venue is not valid. There were no problems when 
 this polling station was used in the September 2015 by-election as a one 
off.&nbsp;</div> 
<div>3) Precedent has been set elsewhere for the most appropriate 
location for a polling station to be the best venue, rather than most 
central. Indeed for residents in the Milton Street, Whitmore Street area 
it is closer for them than St Michaels School.&nbsp;</div> 
<div>4) In terms of St Michaels Church Hall, car parking would be an 
issue here as would accessibility. Having said that, if the request is 
denied this is a none starter.&nbsp;</div> 
<div><br> 
</div> 
<div>Finally, I continue to support the idea of a new polling district in 
the Maidstone West vicinity but appreciate this is not part of this 
review. However this must remain on MBC's radar actively over coming 
months with additional developments planned.&nbsp;</div> 
<div><br> 
</div> 
<div>Best wishes</div> 
<div><br> 
</div> 
<div>Matt&nbsp;</div> 
<div><br> 
</div> 
<div><br> 
<div style="font-family: Times New Roman; color: #000000; font-size: 
16px"> 
<hr tabindex="-1"> 
<div id="divRpF633904" style="direction: ltr;"><font face="Tahoma" 
size="2" color="#000000"><b>From:</b> Elizabeth Bailey<br> 
<b>Sent:</b> 10 October 2016 12:24<br> 
<b>To:</b> Paul Harper (Cllr)<br> 
<b>Cc:</b> Matt Boughton (Cllr)<br> 
<b>Subject:</b> Fant Ward (East) polling place review<br> 
</font><br> 
</div> 
<div></div> 
<div> 



<div class="WordSection1"> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">Dear 
Councillors,</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">&nbsp;</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">As you are already aware 
Electoral Services at Maidstone Borough Council are currently carrying 
out a Polling Place and Polling Station Review of Fant Ward (East) on 
behalf of the (Acting) Returning Officer Alison 
 Broom.</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">&nbsp;</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">Attached is the Revised 
Notice of Review and the revised proposals. Please email me direct with 
your response.</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">The Notice will be 
displayed from Monday 10 October 2016 at the Town Hall, Maidstone Borough 
Council Reception and the second stage consultation period will commence 
from that date ending on 28 October 2016.</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">&nbsp;</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">If you require any further 
information please do not hesitate to contact Elizabeth Bailey on 01622 
602024 or email 
<a href="mailto:electoralservices@maidstone.gov.uk" target="_blank"><span 
style="color:blue">electoralservices@maidstone.gov.uk</span></a></span></
p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">&nbsp;</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">Regards</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">&nbsp;</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><span style="color:black">Liz</span></p> 
<p class="MsoNormal">&nbsp;</p> 
<p class="MsoNormal">&nbsp;</p> 
<p class="MsoNormal"><b><span style="font-
family:&quot;Verdana&quot;,&quot;sans-serif&quot;; 
color:#004A8D">Elizabeth Bailey AEA (Cert).</span></b><span style="font-
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