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HE plan to make a

’lf -course at Cob-
ee Manor Park is

i.‘be -investigated
4 the Charity Com-
Assioners. . .

They .are to consider

hether Maidstone
uncil is acting strictly
‘der . the terms of the
11 in which 8ir Gerrard
rrwhitt ‘Drake 1éft the

ad for - the .benefzt of

aidstone people,
Dbjectors ‘to the . pro-

ve “already Teported

dsman. :

-pay: :.and - play
urse by s1tting down in
)nt of, the bulldozers o

Acted

Roy Brlghtman, chalr- -
an of the Cobtree joint .
soclation” of - commit-"

33, sald: ‘‘The council

s acted completely out .
hand all the way down

31ine on this proje

‘The 1and was left for.

5

benefit of the people,

t ‘the select few who

. Jeremy Hindle,

8 council to the local-
)vernment Om-_

I‘hey are threatemng:
sabotage the work on”

,)Theysa

years

“money: spent b
tone C

4

chair-
man-of Maidstone Coun-
cil arts and recreation
committee, has said:

. !*The .councl] has spent
‘the “last ‘seven .years

researching this project
and getting.it right. The

will has been gone into
~thorough1y2
. counsel’sadvice,

with‘

" “Then at -the 59th

.minute of the 11th hour.

up pop self .- ‘appointed:

" busy - bodies with objee-
*/.tions which" do not hold
“water.

sed '£500,000 18 --hole -
urse and -clubhouse

“The golf course will

not be an exclusive set -

up. It will benefit anyone
who wants to useg if."”

Ob]éctors have

_‘calculated that the golf |
course; and clubhouse :
- will lose £100,000 a year.
it will take 22

0. recoup - the

11 benefit from this golf -

hrse 1

A 5 okesman for the .
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‘“We ‘have Db

ked our opinion

on -
lether. the ‘council :is

ting strictly unde
s of the will ar
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OBJECTORS to a
planned golf course
say they will sit in

front of earth
removers and dig-
gers to stop the pro-
ject starting.

The warning comes
from Liance Rogers, who
launched Cobtree Manor
Park action group which
is fighting the council's
plan to develop part of
the 277-acre site near

Maidstone.

The land was be-
queathed to the people of
Maidstone,

He said: ‘““We will have
men, women and
children ready to sit
down in front of these
heavy machines to stop
them digging up part of
the beautifu] woodland to

make way for a golf
course.”

Objectors are angry
that equipment has been
moved into the park.

They say the ap:
propriate contract has
not been signed with the
council,

Harry Chorlton, prin-
¢ipal arts and recreation
officer, said the council
never promised the ac-
tion. group they could
stop the contractors
moving in.

Yesterday Ian
Lambert the council’'s
assistant technical of-
ficer, said: '“We are not
sure when the contract
formalities will be com-
pleted. But authority
was given last week for
equipment to be moved
on to the site on anticipa-
tion of the formalities be-

tract

ing this week.”’

The protesters say the
land was left to the peo-
ple of Maidstone by
former town mayor and
landowner Sir Garrard
Tyrewhitt - Drake and

that the local authority is '

abusing the terms of his
legacy.

They have reported
the council to Baroness
Serota, the local govern-
ment Ombudsman.
Liberal councillor Chris
Brown has told Environ-
ment Secretary Michael
Heseltine of his objec-
tions to the plans,

But Clir Jeremy Hin-
dle, chairman of
Maidstone arts and
recreation commitiee,
attacked the objectors.
He said: It infuriates
me that whenever the
council does anything in
Maidstone a gang of self
- appointed watchdogs
starts carping.

‘‘The council has taken :

counsel’s -advice on
several occasions to
check out the terms of
the will,”

The golf course and |
club house. plan which '
will cost more than
£500,000, is expected to
be completed by April
1984,
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Objectors, who say the Meeting

scheme is a giant white
elephant, fear a planned The action group
‘18 - hole pay - and - play calculates it will take 22
golf course and years for the cash spent
clubhouse will waste by Maidstone Council to
more than £500,000 of berecouped. ‘
public money, ' Mr Rogers added:
They claim the ‘The state of the park is
facilities will be so costly absolutely disgusting
it would become an ex- and we have asked the

Iy club. budsman, Baroness
- Lance Rogers, who Serota, tostepin.”
formed Cobtree Manor Meanwhile Liberal
Park Action Group,|councillor Chris Brown
said: ‘“The 277 - acre, has written complaining
estate waslefttothepeo- to Environment
. ple of Maidstone by its Se¢retary Michael
former owner, Sir Gar- Heselline.

rard Tyrwhitt Drake, for He says the council is
recreational and leisure planning to spend the
purposes. .- money on a new golf
_-AA- golf club which course in an area
‘benefits the minority, already served by. 14
and means part of the courses. :

way for some of the lossof £100,000 a year, To
‘greens, ‘hardly benefits accomplish this feat they
everyone.” - have not only "had to

The golfing facilities resirict expenditure on
will- be completed by. such essentials as hous-
April 1984 at ' a cost of in g and road
£677,000. —

Mounting opposition maintenance, but they
has come fromhave also had to
residents’ associations disregard the wishes of
and others, including the person who left them
.anglers . upset because theland.” )
| one of their favourite Roy Brightman, chair-
1 haunts will disappear. man of the Cobtree joint

A lake known as committee of associa-
Dingley Dell — believed tions, said .a. recent

used by Dickens in ficers had been frank
Pickwick Papers — will and open and a further
be included in the golf meeting - would be held in
course, and fishing bann- coming weeks.

ed. . Harry Chorlton, the
Chatham angler Bob council’s principal arts
Ashbey .has launched a and recreation officer,
protest petition and com- said: ‘“The full financial
plained: “It's the only implications of the con-
place round here where struction of the course
_you can fish without a and clubhouse and its
permit.” running andad
maintenance costs have

been investigated.
‘“There will be a deficit
but the income will
gradually increase as
the course gets more use

i a profit.”’ :

" 'He added: “Demand
i for golf is very great in
‘this area and as more

| Reoplg have more leisure
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woodland will have to be  He said: ‘“This facility '
chopped down to make is expected to make a

budsman
to be called
in over golf
course plan

. clusive membership - on- local government om- !

to have been the location meeting with council of- -

and will eventually make | -
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MAIDSTONE Council is being reported to the loc
: al go
ombudsman for its handling of the Cobtree Manor Pag;k‘;)erro%g;?t

\

Lance Rogers (left) with reindentsf secretary Joan Wickham and Clir Chris |



by PETER
BARNETT

THE Charity Com-
missioners have
dismissed "a com-
plaint that
Maidstone council
has been acting il-
legally in its golf
course - project at
Cobtree Manor
Park,

Objectors fo the £500,000
scheme at the 277-acre
park claimed the council
was breaking terms laid
down in the will of the
former landowner, Sir
Garrard Tyrwhitt-
- Drake. )

 PROTEST

~ OVER
WILL
FAILS

The protesters said the
land for the 18-hole pay-
and-play "course ‘and

' clubhouse would onl
benefit a small minority,

not most people in the A

borough. -

A spokesman for the
Commissioners said:
"“We have investigated
this project and are
satisfied that Maidstone
council is acting within
the terms of the will,”

Council golf

right course

Clir Jerem¥h Hindle
e

cpairman of coun-
cil’'s arts and recreation
committee, said: “I am

- pleased with the reply
f Commis-~

rom the
sloners, which again con-
firms we are on the right

-course with this venture.

‘‘Here we have a“golf-
for-all scheme which will
benefit the people of
Maidstone, "All the pro-

Y -testors are trying to do is

throw a spanner in the
works,"’ :

The Cobtree Joint
Association of Commit-

. tees has reported the

council to the local
government ombudsman
and. Environment
Secretary, Michael
Heseltine, )

‘Anti-golf course
leader collapses

N

ONE of the top cam-
paigners fighting a golf
course plan in Maidstone
has collapsed from a heart
attack.

Lance Rogers, who is operations
organiser with the Cobtree joint
association of committees, collaps-
ed after hearing that diggers and
bulldozers had begun clearance
work at the site.

His wife, Maureen, 45, said
yesterday from the Rogers’' home

“when the news tha

at Chatham Road, Maidstone:
‘Lance was absolutely devastated
work had
started at Cobtree reached him.
“‘He has been working day and

- night for the last two months to

stop the golf course plan going
ﬁ?ead. It simply got too much for

m.

“‘He has dedicated so much time
and effort to keep this land free for
leisure use for the people of
Maidstone. But the strain has
t_a(tlken its toll and he just collaps-
e 'II

Lance, 41, who retired
from the British
Transport Police earlier
this year, has been
recovering from his.
heart attack, which hap-
pened last Friday, in
Preston Hall Hospital,
Aylesford.

Mrs Rogers added:
“From now on he has
been told by doctors to
take it easy and as far as
I am concerned that
means no more Cobtree
work.”

The campaigners say
Maidstone council is go-
ing directly against the
will of former Cobtiree
estate owner Sir Garrard
Tyrwhitt-Drake with
thelr £5677,000 golf course
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